
The Cold War Comes lo Mn i11 Street 

,rnd pnme m111i!> ter ·omehow got th rough their 111L'L' tings and smuothcd ou t 

their diff rence . Truman con inced Attlee that the only basi for a solution 

in Korea wa a fre , united nation, and Attlee per uaded Truman to promi e 

publicl to prov i k p rio r notifi a ti o n o f an y projec ted u e of nuclear 
\ eap n ."" 

Bu t in th la I mid cent u ry month the e were p riphera l concern . The 

real que ti n wa talin' intenti ns. It wa ea y to conclude that hi mal­

ice t ward the We t wa unbounded and tha t he had brought the Chinese 

mmun i t into h is orbi t. But whnt w uld he do? Thr e da after the 
hine o f nsiv , Truman d id d tha t ta lin would nev r a a in hav the 

ad antag of p loi tin w a kn e in th e e t rn dec i io n-making 

p roce acArth ur could no I nger b a llowed to un ila terall mak U . . 

polic d ci · io n. th , t w u ld nd mi I ading ignal to th Kreml in and 

P king. Truma n told Mar hall tha t hen fo rth "a ll in !ruction to G n ral 

ac rth u r from th hi f of ta ff b proc ed thr u h the er ta r of 

Defe n e to the Pre ident p r onall ." Marsha ll promptly pa sed the word 

to Brad] y!' 

Mea nwhil , th CIA wa ord ered to p r pa re intellig nee e timate of 

hort-1 rm o vi t intenti on . Th age nc submitted r p rt t th White 

Hu eonD c mb r 5a nd 11 , 1950,a ndJanu11ry 10, 195 1, aft rreceiving 

concurr nee fro m the inte lligen e offi ce a t the Sta te Department and in 

each of th a rmed ervice . The thre document were ba ed on information 

ava il a bl to U .. sources be tween Decemb ' r 1 rind De ember 1 5 . Their 

d~pre ing con lu i n c incid ed with publ ic opinion. 

The D c mb r 5 r port depict d th vie t leader hip a reckles and 

irre p n iblc. talin a nd h i men "have r so lv d to pur · ue agg re sivel 

their world -wide a ttack on the power po iti n of th United ta le and its 

all ie rega rd I f the p s ib il it tha t global I a r ma re ult, a Ith ugh the 

ma e timat tha t th W tern Allie w u ld ee to avo id uch a d v lop­

m nt." hina had intervened in Korea "in rea li z;i ti n of th ri k f general 

wa r" w ith th United ta te - "a nd p rha p in p cta ti n of uch a de el-

pment." Th e never would have d on o "without e plicit a urance of 

oviet upport ," w hich oon might includ direc t involv m nt f Ru ian 

"v lunleer ."•1 

mi r cna ri ." vi t bl 

re pon e to r nt d ve lo pm nt in K r indi a t d th t the Kremlin 

a!:, ·e sed it u rr •nt m ilitary a nd politi , Ip ition "a neof grea t tr ngth 

in c mpc1ri _o n wi th tha t of th W t" and th at it wo uld "e, pl it th appar-
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L'nl convktion of the WL•s t of its own prL-sc:nl wca km.-s.s."• Moscow, usec­

onded by" Peking, had made it dear " through a series of authoritative state­

ments" that it was going to challenge the West in Asia as well as in Europe 

Stalin intended to force U.S. troops to withdraw from Korea, establish Com­

munist China as the predominant power in the Far East, and reduce West­

ern control over Japan. "Moscow has given no real indication that it will 

compromise on any one of these points,"' the 0A deda.red 1be Kremlin had 
al o demonstrated repeatedly its determination to drive a wedge in the dose 

working relations between the Western powers in order to isolate the United 

ta t a nd nd all Eu ro p a n efforts at rearmament. FmaUy, " the scope of 

o i t bl c prepara tion and the nature and e tent of Soviet Communist 

ffic ia l tatemen and propaganda raise the question of Soviet or Satellite 

mo e in o ther a rea . The point that appear most critical are Berlin and 

G rman , Indochina, ugo la via, and lran." 

The third paper, devoted to the Soviet Union's capabilities in unconven­

ti nal warfar , wa the mo t chilling. The ClA concluded that there was a 

"high" probability that the Kremlin could uccessfully mount biological and 

chemical attacks against the United States in the event of hostilities between 

Ru ia and th West. 

Truman wa det rmined to check the rapid erosion of government and pu~ 

lie morale with igorou action. On December 13, he met with top congres-

ional leader , including Taft and herry, to "inform them of my decision 

regarding the declaration of a national emergency." The president got an ear­

ful of ongres ional opinion, all of it alarm.i t. Senator Connally noted that 

Korea "had made e er body very jittery." T din added that • the United 

ta t wa in dead I peril. The qu tion nO\ i , hether \ e can urvi e.• 

viet diploma t ington r • had obviously be-en reading the Ameri-
c-an p refull report t American unpreparedness (see 

"What biliza np w in n " Llfr, 11 ~mber 1950, 

pp. 42- whic a live! .., • Hill The Federal Civil 
minis u.nced that it plann of I three--billion-

fl t-y • dte pie in critical 
the na ti ut one-third of th 

project, rea t protect ag inst n 
at mi raid , th #Civil Defense: A 
Plac To Hide; r 





Th,· ,1/d \ 111 P111c, IP M ,1111 St ree l 

n '.,g.11 11 the~ ~1pk ,rnd guvcrnnwnt had "m,,lk ,1 g rc,1t mbt,1k • uf und ' r­

e timatin th pow r f th nem and a a r ult w ar far too w , k." 

' rea had dem n trated mmuni t mil' th and • ne fa r 

be nd what had be n a umed in th till have om time left,' 

nator T jings ·aid, 'but d amn little. I c1m in filvor of gi ing the Pre ident 

th p w rt g t read a fa ta we an."' ther ena te and Hou leaders 

m re or !es · ech d T ding 's a lc1rmism. The hine ffen ive had appar-

ntl d mon trated that mmuni t wer ten fe t tall. It would take a 

mi ht_ nc1tionc1l df rt to j feilt th ' m. Two night lr1tcr, Trumc1n po e to the 

c untry ml r n,1til nal radio about hb pla n f rd ,din wi th the cri i in 

' r a ,md th thr at fr 111 th )lnmuni t I o rld ." 

It had be n a bad w 

den) Then mu i 
• . Fir t ha rli Ro di d ud -

Wn . hi11,>to11 Po I publi h d a 

tin in v f dau hter r1rgr1 a hing ton re ital, 1 hi h both Tru-

e hr1d a ll ndcd . Truman, truggling wi th c1 nilli nc1l ri i and 

r onal gri •, I t hi ~ t mp ' r and wrot , c1 till ' r lctt •r to I lume tha t on 

app ar d in the pre , furth rd magi ng th pre id nt' r puta ti n among 

tho d id tha t th m, n w, an in omp t nt fool. 

Th r wa n thin Ii h in Truman' ht the pe pl . " ur h m , 

ur a ti n, all th thing web li eve in, a r in g r il l da nger," he b ga n. The 

Ch.in e int rv ntion in K rea wa the fin I pro f th t the ommuni t "are 

nO\ willin to p h the 1- o rld to th brink of a gen ml I a r tog t what they 

wan t. " Am ri ca had th sir ng th to urb the inte rnational m, rch of com­

muni m, and "here a r the thing w mu t do:" er at a va t, perman nt 

m ili tary mach in ; con tinu to upp rt the Unit d a ti n and co p rate 

wi th fr world alli ; pand th nation I e nom and "keep it on an e en 

k I." The o ficial pr id nti I pr lama ti n f nati nal em r nc f !lowed 

within twen t -fou r h ur ... 

In om way , th pr id nt' h and pr lc1 mc1ti n wer remc1rkabl 

re trained . Am rica wou ld r arm, but th r w uld be no I artime r ti ning, 

no brownout o r blackout of coa~ tal and k inl nd itie , and n re ump­

tion of cru hing I a rt im control . D troit would n t be hut 

d own and r p n d a a hug wa r plan t, and I ill bur h, uld n t di rt 

all t I pr duct1on to wa rtim u . Th r I ould be n b nd driv 

ca lls fo r vict r ga rd n , rap iron , o r nyl n I 

,lfo rl. But Trum,111 I •arl put th ' oun tr on no ti c th,1t th 

had •n ter d a new ' ra o po t n ti a ll y unl1m1t d nfruntr1ti o n I ith the 

nu cl ·ar ,1 rnwJ fo r l''> o f the co111111u1w, t wo rld 
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In Korea the ituation continued to deteriorate. The Ejghth Army com­

pleted it evacuation of the north, while~ wt eJements X Corps at last 

I ft Hungnam on Chris tmas Eve. ajor General Frank Lowe sent a per-

onal, priority mes age to the president, tating that tw And his stall were 
on thei r way to Seoul via Tokyo and Pusan. "All secure Nie and good 

heal th absolute minimum casualties in Tenth Corps and Third Div through­

out ntire operation." The troops had heard "reports of dirt predictions at 

ho rn o d1 a t r here. uch erroneou r por mu t affect no less than 

0,000 fam1lie . Th repor hould no w be r pudiated immediately 

hri Ima act r the peac of mind of the men out h and their • 

at h m ."'1 

B the nd of the ear, Corp had landed t Pusan a.nd rushed 
I 1- ard th para II I, king a trong defense tin In the confusion of~ 
ral ret reat, alk r had b n killed in a jeep ccident; i win or me-

wh r dar d toe pre the relief they felt . The general' reputa • had 

und r tandabl plummeted. Who wouJd replace him? The Joint (]lids bad 

th perf t man in mind: latth w Rjd y. U any could the 

and halt th t rribl ero ·on of morale, it w he. On Christmas Eft.. Ridg­
way fl v to Tokyo. Hi mission to ve the US. Army. eanwhile the 

D partm nt of D fense began to grease the for cArthur" 

d partur . 

On Decemb r 29, the Joint Chiefs ent remar bl message the 

upr me commander. It w mar ed personal and secret, a.nd a typed 

b re the h, ndwritten notation; MO HST." The Chiefs began by th.at 
the me age' i ten wa known to only handful in nais.nm1ztti1n a.nd 

that Mac rthur h uJd limit kn wled of i con to himself and Ridg--
w their re p live chief o . Then t hi plunged in. •rt 
app • • 

b.stantiaJ 

• [el ther 

hold t the ru.n.sul if h uJ • t 
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But for those who covered him daily at the White House, who had 
traveled with him in 1948, who had been to Key We t, he had no such 
feelings-Cabell Phillips and Tony Leviero of The New York Times Ed­
ward Folliard of the Washington Post, Merriman mith of United Pre , 
Robert Donovan of the ew York Herald-Tribune, Robert ixon of the 
International ews ervice, Joe hon of the Baltimore un. And it was 
they, his friend , not the "newsliar "or the Bertie McCormicks, who again 
stood to ask their questions at a sensational press conference the morn ing 
of ovember 30, 1950, when Truman tumbled into til l mor trouble 
blund ring ' he had nev r before ~ ith rep ner , his remark.-; endin~ 
hock wave around th world. 

The Indian Treary Room w p ck d-more than rwo hundr d ·1 od 
he ame in-and at fin II wenc well. He began by r adin a prepared 

t xt, a trong, c mpelling t t menc of policy. 

. ei'.her th . nited rate nor the nited :ition had any aggre ive 
in t nllon a a1n t hina What was happening in Kor~a, however, wa 
pan fa worldwide pattern o Ru -Commun1 t aggn:ssion and con e-
quently the world w threatened now with eriou cri i . 

As he had once decided to take a tand at Berlin , Truman w now 
r olved to tay in Korea, nd he aid o. He was not bombastic, he w 
n t l qu nt, only clear and to the point. 

~ e may uffer rever e as we have suffered them before. But the forces 
f the nited auom have no imenuon of abandon ing their mi. sion in 

Korea .... 

We hall conunue lO 11.ork in the nued , 'auons for concened action 
to halt thi aggression in Korea We hall inten 1fy our effons to help 
mher free nations trengthen their def en es in order to meet the threa t 
of aggre · ion elsewhere We ,;hall rapidly increase our military 
trength. 

Th ta temenc had been worked over with extrem ca r by a dozen r 
more of the ~ hire I lou e raff and tate Department It aid noth ing abou t 
the atomi bomb. The subject of the bomb had never even been di . 
cu ed durin pr paration o the 1.a1emen1. 

Bu t th n the que.'.>ti ns began, report r ri 1ng one by one, f olli rd of 
th P -, fir ·r a kin Truman i he had O)' commen on th cri tici m of 
Ma Lhur in th -ur pean pre 

"Th y ar alw ' ~ r a m n when he i winning, but wh n he i in a 
little trouble," Truman r pli d, " they II jump on him with what ought t 
be done, wh1 h th y didn't tell him before." General 1acAnhur wa 
doing "a od job " 
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Taking an exaggeratedly deep breath, Folliard then said the particufa 
criticism was that MacArthur had exceeded his authority, went beyon 
the point he was supposed to go. 

"He did nmhing of the kind," Truman snapped. 
Other reporters began pressing him. What if the United Nations wer 

to authorize MacArthur to launch attacks across the Yalu into Manchuria 
Truman stood erect as always, his fingertips pressing on a tabletop ; 

he spoke. ometimes between questions he would sip from a glas.s < 

water or twist the heavy gold Masonic ring on his left hand. 
"We will take whatever tep are necessary to meet the military situ 

tion, ju t as we alway have." 
Did that include the atomic bomb? 
"That," aid Truman unhe itatingly, " includes every weapon we have 
Did thi mean there was "active consideration" of use of the bomb? 
The room was till. The topic that had never been considered appr, 

priate for a pre conference had suddenly become the focal point. Tr 
man hould have cut off discussion of the bomb before this. But he seen 
not to have under tood where the questions were leading him, while ti 
reporters aw no reason to refrain from pressing him, if, as it appeare 
he meant to rattle the bomb a linle. 

"There has always been active consideration of ic.s use," Truman r 
plied, adding, as he shook his head sadly, that he did not want to see 
u ed. " It i a terrible weapon and it should not be used on innocent mt 
women, and children who have nothing whatever to do with this milit2 
aggres ion. That happens when it is used." 

emman Smith, sensing that the President had saJd m re than 
meant to, offered him a chance to back off by asking for clarification. " [ 
we u nderstand you clear ly at t e use of the bomb Is under acti 
con:. ideration1" 

Yet Truman insisted: "Always has been. It is one of our weapons." 
Oil.I thi:. mean use against military objeetives or civilian, another oft 

veteran White House press, Robert Nixon, staned o t Truman • 
him off, saying, " It's a matter that the military people will hav~ ~ 
I'm not a military authority that passes on those things." • 

The corre pendent for NBC, Frank Bourgholczer, wi hed him to 
more pecific. 

"Mr. Pre idem, you aid th ' depends on United ations action. D< 
that m an we wouldn't u ch atomic bomb except on a United ati< 
authori zation?" 

" o, it doe n't m an that at all," Truman hoc back. "The action agai 
C mmuni t China d p nds on the action of the United ation . 1 
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TR U MA 

mil itary commander in the field will have charge of the use of the weap­
on , as he alway has." 

He had aid far more than he ever intended and had been inaccurate 
be ides, but the reponers had their mry. The pre conference ended at 
10:30 A.M . By 10.47 a United Press bulletin was on the wire: President 
Truman _aid today tbar rhe United Stares has under consideration use of 
the atomic bomb in connection with the war in Korea. The As ociated 
Press. follow_ed, adding that whether the bomb was u ed depended on 
American mili tary command in the field , the clear impli ation being that 
the decision was being left to MacArthur. Huge head lines filled the early 
editions of the afternoon paper . 

Truman ' an wer had been devastatingly foo li h, the pre conference 
a fiasco. The Wh ite ouse was besieged with calls. An exhau ted Eben 
Ayers, writing privately that night , would de cribe it as one of the "wilde t 
day •.• ever. The reaCTion in Europe was extreme alarm, and e pecia lly in 
Britain, where the new threw the Hou e of Communs imo a tate of 
panic uch as old-time members had never seen. Acheson hurried to the 
White Hou e with the draft of a "clarifying .. st:itement. Charlie Ro. s. under 
greater pre ure than at any time ince becoming pre s secretary, was 
called into the Oval Office lO lend a hand in "damage control. " The 
tatement, ready bv mid-afternoon, said that while 'the u e of anv weapon 

Is always implicit in the very po ession of that weapon," only the Pre i­
dent, by law, could authori ze u e of the atomic bomb. and "no such 
authorization had been given." Ro s, as he pre ented the statement 
looked and . ounded completely pent, the circles under hi eye deepe; 
and darker even than usual, his voice husky. The damage, he knew, had 
al ready been done. 

By late afternoon came word from London that Prime Mini ter Clement 
Attlee was on his way co "confer " with the President. " PRES IDE T WARW WE 

WOULD u E ATOM BOMB IN KOl{EA," aid the from pag of Tbe New York Times 
the nexr morning. " o 10 10, " ran a headline in the Times of India. 

The air of cri i rapidly compounded. The next morning, Friday, De­
cember 1, Truman met with the congre ional leader hip in the Cabinet 
Ro m r h r \X alter Bedell mith, head of the IA, explain befor a huge 
map f th vi t nion and i arellit how ev ms in Korea re lated to 
ven in Eur p . The Ru i n , mith rep ned, had ju I comp! ced ma­

n u er involving more th, n half a mi Ii i n men and on lidat d their 
iberian ~ r e under a ingle command, an unu ual ·tep chat "d . "ed 

warch in ." 

Ther wer joint tate-Defen ·e "cri i meeting·" ln the War Ro m at 
the P nragon later in the day and again n und )', c mber , ·ome ix 
h ur of talk 

W EICHT OF THE WORLD 

As Acheson would write, all the President's advisers, civilian and mili 
tary, knew something was badly wrong in Korea, other than just th, 
onslaught of the Chinese. There were questions about MacArthur's mo 
rale, grave concern over MacArthur's strategy and whether on the acrw 
battlefield a "new hand" was needed to replace General Walker. It wa 
quite clear, funhermore, that MacArthur, the Far East Commander-cor 
trary 10 the President's reassuring remarks at his press conference- ha, 
indeed deliberately disobeyed a specific order from the Joint Chiefs t• 
u e no non-Korean force close co the Manchurian border. 

But no changes in strategy were ordered o "new hand" replace 
Walker. o voices ere raised against MacArthur. Regreuably, the Pres 
dent was ill-advi ed, Bradley later observed He, Marshall, the Joint Chief 
had all " fai led the President." Here, in a crucial few days, said Acheso 
lacer, they missed their chance co halt the march to disaster in Kore 
Acheson was to lament their performance for the re.st of his life. Tnurui 
would never put any blame on any of them, but Acheson would s. 
Truman had de erved far bener. " I have the unhappy convia:ion," Ach, 
on wrote nearly twenty years later, " that none of us, myself prominent 

included, served him as he was entitled to be served." 
Manhew Ridgway would "well remember" his mounting impatien< 

" that dreary Sunday, December 3," as hour after hour in the War Roe· 
di cussion continued over the ominous situation in Korea 

Much of the time the Secretaries of State and Defense panicipated in 
the talks, with no one apparently willing to issue a flat order to the Far 
Ease Commander 10 correct a tate of affairs that was going from bad to 
disascrou . Yee the responsibility and authority clearly resided right 
there in the room .... 

nable to contain him elf an longer, Ridgway spoke up, saying it 
mediate action mu t be taken. They o ed it to the men in the field ai 

"co the God co whom we must answer for those men's lives," to st, 
talking and do omething. For the first time, Ach on later wrote, "sorr 
one had expre ed what e eryone thought-that the Emperor had 
cloth on." But of the rwenty men who at at the table, including Ac! 
on, and rwenry more along the lls behind, none poke. The me ti 
nded without de i ion. 
Why dido 't th Jo inc Chief ju c nd order and tell lacArthur what 

do, Ridgway k d G neral nd nberg afterward. B cau e MacAru-
would not obey uch order , andenberg replied. 

Ridgwa e, plod d. ''Y u can reli e an commander who won't ot 
order , can't ou?" h id. But and nberg, with an expr ion Ridgv 
r m mb r d th puzzl d and amazed, only walked away. 
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The day foll owing, in another closed session, thi time at the tate 
Department, Dean Ru k would propo e that MacArthur be relieved of 
command. But again, no one cho e to make further com ment 

M . • 
acArthur, '.11eanwhde, was being taken to t~k by the pre ·s, as he had 

never b~en. Tune, which had long glorified him, charged him wi th being 
respo~~ible for one of the wor c military di aster in hist0ry. The "colos­
sal mil!lary blunder" in Korea, declared an editorial in the ew York 
Herald-Tn'bune, had shown that MacArthur would "no longer be ac­
cepted as the final authority on military matter . " nu d to uch ritl ­
ci ~ • his immense vanity wounded, MacArthur caned i uing statements 
of ~IS own to the pres He denied Lhat hi trategy had precipitated the 
Chm e rnvasion and aid hi inability co defeat the new enemy was due 
to rescriaions imposed by Washington that were ''without precedent. " 

Truman did nm hold MacArthur accountable for the fai lure of the 
?vemb r offensive. But h deplored MacArthur' way of excusing the 

failure, and the damage hi tatemen cou ld do abroad, to th degree 
that they implied a change in American policy. " I should have relieved 

neral MacArthur then and there," he would write much later. 
As it was, he ordered that all military officer and diplomatic official 

henceforth clear with the tate Department all but routine statements 
b fore making tht:m public, "and . . refrain from direct commun ica tion · 
on military r fore, n policy with newspapers, magazin , and th r 
publi icy m ·dia " Dated Decemb r 6, the rder w~ widely and orrectly 
seen a.s d1r • ted t Ma<.Archur I le was still expected I expr ss his opin -
1 n free ly- It w- ht dury toe pre1, h, opiniun::. - but only within the 
oun iii> f the g v rnrnent. 

Truman Jid n I relieve the Far East omrnander, he !:Her xplain ~d, 
be 'au e he knew no general cou ld be a winner ev1::ry day and becau e 
h di n t wi h to have ll appear that Ma hur wa being ,red r 
ai li ng. 

What h , might have done h d Ache on, ar hall , 13radl , and the J int 
hid pok n up nd in i1,1ed that MacArthur b relieved i ::in ther 

que •1ion nd impo ible t an -wer 
For now th tragedy in K rea ov rshad w d v rything. If M cArthur 

in tr uble, Lhen everyt.hin po ible mu t be done to help. "We mu ·t 
get him out of it if we an, " Truman wrote in hi diary late the night of 
D c mb r 2, folio ing an int n e e ion at Blai r Hou e with Ache on, 
Mar hall , and Bradley that had I ft him ~ el ing de perat ly low. "The 
onf erence w • Lhe mo t olemn one I 've had ince the Atomic Bomb 

c nf er nee in Berlin ." 
The talk had been f e acuating all American troop -of an American 

WEICHT OF THE WORLD 

Dunkirk in Korea after all. Marshall was not even sure such an operation 
would ucceed, should the Chinese bring in their own airpower. "It looks 
very bad," Truman wrote. 

Yet bad as it was, there was no mood of panic, and this, as those around 
him wou ld later attest, was principally because of Truman's own unflinch­
ing response. "Mr. Pre idem, the Chinese simply must not be allowed to 
drive u out of Korea," Acheson said at one point, when things looked 
darkest, and Truman calmly agreed. When Clement Attlee arrived in 
Washington and argued, in effect, that the Far East should be abandoned 
in order to save Europe, Truman said no. 

The bloody retreat in Korea continued. Pyongyang fell " to overwhelm­
ing mas es of advancing Chinese," as the papers reponed. General Walk­
er 's Eighth Army was heading for the 38th parallel. 'World War III moves 
ever clo er," said Life. "The Chinese Communist armies assaulting our 
force . . . are as truly the armies of the Soviet Union as they would be if 
they wore the Soviet uniform." Everywhere in Washington the talk was of 
the "desperateness" of the situation. Senator McCanhy called on Acheson 
and Mar hall both co resign and talked of impeaching Truman. But Tru- • 
man remained calm and steady. "I've had conference after conference on 
the jittery ituation facing this country," he wrote in his diary. "Attlee, 
Formo a, Communi t China, Chiang Kai- hek, Japan, Germany, France, 
India, etc. I've worked for peace for five year and six months and it looks 
like W rid War Ill i here. I hope not- but we must meet whatever 
come - and we will. " 

[The Pr ident] thought that if we abandoned Korea the outh Kore­
an would all be murdered and that we could not face that In view of 
th fact that they have fought bravely on our side and we have put in 
o much to help them [read the official minute of his di cussions with 

Anle ]. We may be ubj ct to bombing from Manchuri by the Ru ians 
and Chine Communi ts which might destroy everything we have. He 
was ~ orried. He did not Uke to go into a iruation uch as th1 and then 
to admit that we were licked. He would rather fight co the finish. That 
was the way he had felt from the beginning ... . He wanted to make it 
perfectly plain here that we do not desert our friends when the going 
Is rough. 

When Attlee urged that no deci ion be made on u e of the acomlc 
bomb without prior consultation with the Briti h government, and possi­
bly a formal agreement, Truman de lined. He would n0t u e the bomb 
without con ulting the British go emmenc, Truman replled, but then 
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neither would he tat h • • • If , h . . , e t at in wncmg. a man word wasn 't any good, 
e said, It wasn t made bener by putting ic on paper. 
The goal of uniting Korea by force had been abandoned. The best 

h~pe now was to arrange an armistice back at the 38th parallel , and to 
th, end the Briti h agreed to help through the United acion . On the 
policy that the war mu t not be widened, Truman and Anlee were in full 
agreement. 

Attlee arrived in a.-,h1ngcon on Monday, December Little a sa id to 
the pre about the ub ranee of the fir t day' meetin , buc ac the end of 
the cond day, Tue day, D cember 5, in re pan to the pre ur on 
him to releas something, harlie Ro m t wi th ome ferry reporter ac 
th White I I u e. It was earl y v ning, and Ro , like the Pre ident nd 
th prim mini c r, w plannin to attend a cone 11 by Margaret Truman 
ch dul d to begin in an ther few hour at Con titution Hall. 

Limit d ro h w much he could ay, Ro taok tim to d cribe in 
d tail the luncheon held for the prime mini ter on board the Williams­
burg, nd with mock patience, pelled out uch term · as "au ju " for the 
b nefil ~: the r porter . " harlie," wrote Eben Ayer , " eemed in good 
form .. .. 

The bri fing ov r, Ro agreed to repeat the es ence of what he had 
aid for Frank Bourgholtzer and the NBC televi ion crew. A microphone 

was sec up on hi · desk. As he waited, Ros lit a cigareue and lean ing back 
in hi chair, miled at hi ecretary, Myrtle Bergheim. 

"Don't mumble," she kidded him. 
"You know I alway peak very di tinct ly, " he joked, then fell over 

ideways. 
Bourgholtzer thought he was clowning. Myrtle Bergheim grabbed for 

che phone and ca lled Wallace Graham, who e office was on the floor 
below and who immediately dashed up cai r . Bue Charlie Ro s was al­
ready dead of a coronary occlu ion. 

In the tribute he wrote hortl y afterward in longhand, alone at hi de k 
in th Oval Ofn e, Truman aid: 

The friend of my youth, who became a tower of tr ngLh wh n the 
r pan ibilitie of high ffice o une, pectedly fe ll to me, i gone. To 
coll ct ne' thoughts ro pay tribute to harle Ro ... i not e y. I 
kn whim a boy and a man .. . . 

Patri ti m and int griry, honor and hon ry, lofty ideal and nobility 
of inrent were hi guide and rder d hi life from boyho d onward. 
H aw life read)' and aw it wh le ... 

WEICHT OF THE WORW 

But when Truman walked down the corridor to the press lounge 
where the reporters waited, he found he was unable to read whar he had • 
written. His voice broke on the first sentence. 

"Ah, hell ," he said. " I can't read this thing. You fellows know how I feel 
anyway ... " He turned and with tears running down his face walked back 
to his office. 

Ross had been sixty-five, a year younger than Truman. As Wallace Gra­
ham now revealed, Ross had had cwo or three prior mild heart anacks, 
bu t had refu ed to retire, preferring to remain on the job. 

oncerned that the news of Ross 's death would be too upsening for 
Margaret before he went on stage, Truman gave orders that she was to 
be cold nothing until after the concert, a decision she would later resent 
Had he known, she could have said something in tribute to Ross, or 
poss ibly changed her repertoire. 

The President and Fir t Lady accompanied the prime minister tO Con-
cicution Hall, where all 3,500 seats were taken, the place aglow with a 

"brilliant audience." When Margaret came on stage, radiant in pink satin, 
and made her bow to the presidential box, Truman smiled and ap­
plauded. No President had ever been such a frequent concertgoer in 
Washington. He was a " regular" at Constitution Hall, at times, if the pro­
gram included Mozart or Chopin, bringing the score with him. But to­

night, even with his "baby" on stage, Truman looked extremely downcast. 
She sang a light program chat included selections from Schumann, 

Schubert, and a Mozart aria from The Marriage of Figaro. She drew waves 
of applause and was called back for four encores. A complimencary re­
view in the Washington Times-Herald the next day would say he sang 
"better than ever before in her brief career. " The Mozart aria was "fresh" 
and "unforced," her voice "charming." 

"Afterward, Dad was effusive, even for him," she herself would write. 
"He hugged me and said he had never heard me sing becter."· 

But others in the audience had found the performance wanting. he 
was " really pretty bad that night," recalled John Her ey. " he had a nice 
voic , but omebody, her coach, must have been pushing her coo far." 
And the Times-Herald review was nor the one her father first thlng 
the next morning. 

At Blair Hou e at 5:30 A.M. Truman op ned the , ashingron Post to a 
review in the cond ection, page 12, by music critic Paul Hume. "Mar­
garet Truman, oprano, ang in Con titution Hall I t night," it began. 

Mi Truman i a unique Am rican phenom non !th a pleasant 
voice of little ize and fair quality. he i xtremely an:racti eon tage. 
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lose look at the_ Ko·rean mess 

.YS how war with China came. 
ally started before the · Com-' • 1ists struck in June·. 
ecisions on when to retreat, 
n to strike back, how far to 
1orth, all are part of a U. S.-
,a war. 

Jmmunist China sent the 
h Koreans across the 38th 
1llel and plotted a simultane-
attack on Formosa when the 

7th Fleet interposed its 
gth as a preventive. 
ide s tory of the Korean muddle 
um out to be comparable to the 
of the beginnings of other world 
-the assassination a t Sarajevo 
ta rted W orld War I , the a ttack 
arl Harbor in World War II. 

Build-up of Kor an war has b een swih 
Outwardl y, it was Koreans vs. Korea ns 
a t the outse t. But th U. S. stood bchjnJ 
one side; ommunfa t China, encouraged 
by Russia, stood behind the oth r. There 
is vicl cnce now that the Chinese om­
munists actu , ll y planned • and mounted 
the initial invasion, then sent their own 
forces in. Five months after war began, 
Chinese ommunists, .:vho have a full ­
time arm y of 5 mi llion men, met the 
greater part of the existing combat forces 
of the U. S. Army in the mountains of 

orth Korea and split them with a smash­
ing counterattack. War with China was 
on, and out in the open. Forces from a ll 
over the world- but not Russian forces­
were engaged. 

Somewhere between June 25, when 
Communists started the Korean war, and 
the present are points where the world 
moved deeper into World War JII . 
Where these points are, wha t· top de­
cisions were taken and why is bes t judged 
by a chronological account of what really 
happened in Washi ngton , in Lake Sue-

Is This Where 

_,J.._ 

:Y,e I I o w 

Se a 

NSIVI ••• MacArthur l•unchn 
kout punch• a9aln1t 60,000 Chlo 
Communiat, on NovemNr U, 

BER 8, 1950 ' 

COUNTIIO,,INSIVI . . . Chin••• 
armln, awellttd to 200,000, 1ma1h 
the MacArthur offen1lve. 

. ·-:<~f 
cess and in General Douglas MacArthur's· <~ff, 
headqua rters in Tokyo: · • ' ~ ~.,~g,;· 

Behind the scenes this was the .··;·_:-✓,-:::: 
thinking and the action, as reported by ·•.-;/j; 
top officials on both sides who J-i:ad a • ':/f.( 
hand in making the decisions: ' ' ,•·Ji::· 

At the start, when orth Korean -·, ,,;;_·-1,; 
Commuofats anned and trained by Rus- ." <, _.,.~:~·­
sians and Chinese Communists drove ·:-~·: I 
across the 38th parallel into South Korea, .: ;{/ 
there was little evidence on the su rface :::.f,;'. 
of dilferen.ces of opinion on wha t the : '.:J. 
U. S. and its allies should do. Congress ;.:...,~,: 
acclaimed President Truman's decision to ;_ .\ • .;: 
send U.S. air, naval and ground forces ~'-.~_7} 
into Korea. A big majority of the United :·:,(': 

ations agreed to make this war against :J. :.{;: 
aggression a United ations war. "~;~ 

There were, however, undercurrents of ' 
opinion. Some U. S. officials fe lt and said 
in policy conferences tha t the U. S. might 
do better to restrict intervention io Korea 
to air and sea fo rces, conserving its liin­
ited combat ground fo rces. At the United 

ations some delega tes from Western 
Europe expressed fears tha t the bulk of 

S e o 0 f 
Japan 

WORLD WAI Ill? ••• WIii a strike­
back agalnat China touch off a full­
acale war with Ru11la? 
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' the ru,ned· ~trength of th~ West might be the Chinese ' Communists would inter- forces. Once . again there were·· i.;u·~ ~;I i;, I 

-'.' sucked into , an endless war or series of • V ne if "the U, s. nnd United Notions consultations among Western, capitals . . ,_:; 
• wars in Asia while -Europe wa 1 ft un- force crossed the 38th pnrn llel. But In- Britai n and France urged a halt. -At '~' 

'. 
apparen e 

~ ;advaocin 
':-it.enemy fr ,;,,.:.. • protected. Once ground force w re om- din's warning drPw· ljttl support. Moc- Lake Success and in Washington, U. S .. -;. 

mitted , however, this debate b came a Arthur got the green Ught from Washing- diplomats, in the talks d signed to forn, _;;,." 
discu sion of ho-.v far they should go ton and Lake Success to drive north . • U.S. poHcy, urged a halt loo. MacArt_h11r,t 
when retreat turn d to advance. Ar ;Korea's waisrllne, when the Al -- from Tokyo, asked for authorization for ·}. 

Ar rhe 38th parallel , at the end of lj d forces reached the narrowest part of U.S. planes to pursue Russian-made jct•~: 
Septemb r, there was a two-week pause the Korean peninsula , north of the Comi· fi ghters to their bases in China's Man--~­
ia the war, a tim for decisions. mun.isl. capital of Pyo ngyang, the division churia, across. the Korean border. Prcsi_-1 . 

G neral Ma rthur whose pres ti ge as of opinion among the United Nations dent Truman refused it. 1·-
a military I ader wa higher than ever countries and within the U.S. Govern- Communist China took precautions .·-
due to the succes of th Inchon landings ment became more evident. against bombing. Moves to decentrali1 ·• 
and the drive back to the 38th parallel, Grea t Britain's delega tes at Lake Sue- industry in Mukden, 100 air miles fror~ ~­
had general orders from tbe United cess urged the U. S. and other U. N. mem- the Korean frontier, were speeded up'_/, 

atioos to restore order to-. a "united ' hers, privately but officially, to consider But, in the foothi lls of the mountains>·_ 
K rea.n He planned to go ahead, to seek the possibility of halting the advance spilljng down into Korea from Man:j_­
out the orth Korean Communi t force right there and , by negotiation with Chi-1 churia , U.S. and United ations patrols::­
aod d troy them if they would not sur- nese Communists, lo create a "buffer reported that the Chinese forces, esti: ~-:­
render. He felt that the U. N. forces state" between this point and Manchuria. mated then at 60,000, bad apparent!}}~• 
could not remain on the 38th parallel, The French supported the plan. pulled back. The Chinese released 2o ·;. 

U. S. soldier prisoners who reported they;,•7! 
had been treated well. But General M:ic,a • 
Arthur's intelligence reported the Chinese':_,:_ 
were regrouping, preparing some action.: ·-

GENERAL M9cARTHUR AND GENERAL WALKER 

... suddenly, 

sitting ducks for attack when the North 
Koreans reorga nized. 

Io Washington, nonmilitary opinion 
was divided. Some policy makers-nota­
bly George F . Kennan, who designed 
the U.S. global poljcy of "containing" 
Russia when he di rected the Sta te De­
partment's PoHcy Planning Staff, warned 
of the risks involved in sending Wes tern 
forces much closer to the borders of 

ommunis t hina and Comm unist Russia. 
0th r policy makers noted that the South 
Kor ans were fighting not just to g t 
back a war-battered half of thei.r coun­
try, but to get a united country . There 
was general agreemen t, however, th t, 
wru le it migh t be wise to have U. S. and 
United Nations forces stop somewhere 
short of the Manchurian border, th 38th 
pa rallel was not the place. 

o "new war" 

In Washington, policy makers in the 
State Department, while they rejected 
the British scheme on the ground that 
negotiations with Communists would be 
intenninable and fruitl ess, also felt that 
the advance should be halted short of 
the Manchurian border. State Depart­
men t experts fe lt that U. S. military lead-
rs in Tokyo and in Washington were in­

c)jned to underes timate the detennina-­
tion of the Chinese ommunists to keep 
Wes tern forces off th ir frontiers. 

Milit ary opinion ca rried the day. Gen­
eral MacArthur reported that he could 
not be held responsible for the security 
of the forces under his command if the 
victori s ga ined in th South were not 
pr ss d . The annies moved on. 

Once again, MacArthur-backed by; 
military leaders in Washington-urge<-!~~ 
attack. The reasoning was this : The mili-':,:.' 
tary was convinced that Commu nist'.!{' 
China actually mounted and prepared the.{_: 
first Korean Communist attack against :; · 
South Korea in June. When that failed,?:i·_ .. 
the Chinese sent tbeir own forces into v" 
the war. With their troops committed to i 
Korea, U.S. military leaders reasoned,s~ 
the Chinese Communists were sure to '; 
launch an all-out attack sooner or later.~-r 
MacArthur urged an attack by his own _ 
forces that would take Allied troops oa • • 
up to tbe Yalu River boundary-an of--{1 
fe nsive to end the war in Korea before_; 
the Communist forces could get set. 1l; _: 

Attack by 180,000 U. S. and U. N. •: / 
forces, with Korean divisions in the ·~­
mountainous center, began on Thursday,-· · 
November 23, U.S. ti.me. But the attack- • 
ers ran into elaborate preparations -for a 
Communist offensive, apparently sched­
uled to be launched in a day or so. - ' 

Counteratrack of an estimated 200,--
000 Chinese troops came within ,48 
hours. Massed Chinese forces struck the,· 
Korean divisions in the mountains where . 
ai r support was difficult. The Allied 
annies were split in two armies of about-- • 
90 000 men each. The Allied advance 
haited; retreat began. U.S. and.other_· , 
Allied forces in the Northeast, appar·; . 
entl y overextended, were threatened b.~ '. _ 
encirclement. • ."'; 

lilit llry estimates of Commu~ 
China's land power in Kore~ balloon.ck. 
upward . Alli d strategy went in for qUJ_ , 

• ts driV • change . Danger that Commum , . :1 • 
ing through th center of the Allied lin:!:! 
might link 11p with orth Koren□ ~th (, 
munists by-poss d w eks before by . t 
Allies b~t still fighting, wns nn inunedin d' , 
threat. Almost ov might a retrea ting an ·':' · 
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In the North Korean mountains on 
Thursday, November 2, Chinese cavalry 
I d an , ttack of h.incsc infantry on U. S. 
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apparently d feat d n my b came 1m 

advancing and apparently victorious 
enemy fed b tr mendous pools of Chi­
nese man pow r ond tores of nnns 
from the hinese side of tl1e Manchurian 
border. 

Reaction to bncl n ws from Korea 
, as wift. c rtlrnr ailed it 

ga te \,Varren Au -
nd hina pub-

licly a an " re t Truman 
ordered a n def nse 
pr parations. d that U1e 
would ntinue to figh t in Korea for it 
own national and survival. He 
rud that, if th 1ations i Id d 

to aggr ion, no nation would be saf 
or ecure. 

ctually, offi ials at Lak u and 
in Wa hington said privately that what 
happen d in Kor a had become not a 
diplomatic matter but a military affair. 
Even were China condemned as an ag­
gres or by the A sembl , . 1. members 

action. now ngaged in the Korean war had 
ked by " JjttJe additional man power in or near 
-urged Korea to commit to the war. U.S., too, 
e mih- -i munist _.}_ wa short of troop . On Formosa, Chiang 

• Kai-shek' ationali t offer d 33,000 
red the :;,,. troops, but U.S. military chiefs think 
gain t ::. •. most of these forces, if used at all, might 

failed, -~? .\. be more effective in an attack on Com-
~ into _t.. • ..:.; munist China's Bank than in Korea . Com-
ted to ·.:·": •• 1-Q, ~. munist China still has a large force con-
oned, :.,.J..e ·-. centrated on tile coast opposite Formosa 
e toJ!'t-- ; .• and has assembled a fleet of armed junks 

later. ~--~- ~ for the invasion of the island. 
own-'~~? 

·1 What's ahead, how much deeper 
s on'!~-" :· ', the world goes into World War III, de-

• of-i't_ ._; pends largely on China right now and, 
fore:3 ' · · 1 R • _:;;t __, :;: ater, oo usS1a. 

. Ji .- For the U. S., and for its allies in the 
~ · :":': U. ., tile immediate task lies in the ef-

tlle ~- -f : fort to stabilize the Korean front. Once 
day · :· - th h 1 d 

ck~]- \ t it,a~~ 'if.ns~' :a~-;~ fc:r:drytoeto1~s :: 
r a- i '-~ Korean line on land in order to protect 
ed . .,I.'; 

• ~ ·:::;: Japan while launching all-out air and 
':-~ .f .,~ nava l attack on tile centers of Chinese 
,-J ·, / 'communications and war industry in 

48 ~t~- ,r,J. Manchuria and in China proper. 1 

the~. 1c_, For Commvnist China, it's a period 
re,{/, ·-'."' when quick decisions must be made in 

ed ;:,; :.·_/ :; consultation with Moscow. The Chinese :J·~ ,.,, 
u1-.r:1;;;,.-'., ··-~Communists still can ca!J the tum on all-
ce ~: .·, ;_'c out war or limited war by tlleir action in 
e(j;I t Korea . So far, to U.S. officials, Commu­
r-j ~ :> :'.:- nist hina appears to be bent on con-
1Y 0; a'· · :::.; quering tile whole of Korea, bent on 
,&f:' ·t,,·, more war. 
-t'.;, ~ • 
J,~·~ :~~:. For th e w orld, what has happened is 
:.i.1 • ;P. i a long stride into World War III, in the k. •J:.;;,r 
! ·:l!'.1~ :;;, view of U.S. officials at the top levels in 

-t;,.t' __ t;,;_·L ·au branches of Government. But World -.: , }, 
f!- ·' :j ':Var III, full scale, would _involve Rus-
:r, •; ~:~ Sta n_ troops, U. s. and Russwn A-bombs. 
~if [;., These, so far, are not involved. All-out 
:i:' ·.' :x, World War III still awaits top decisions 
't-'' ~in .Moscow. , ..;._ ... -. -, - _ , , .. -
,: ::-- ·" • /,"'): ~ ... • : ·i ~,J;.' "·· t _.. .: • 

:,\J ;f D~CE°MBER°;B, -1950 •• •' • , • ·~: 
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Trans rip 

• y nam ' ~ R. B. Willingham." 

Wh t1 t does t he " R" s t and for? 

"Robe rt.• 

Q i Your rank in the Air Force? 

"Lt. Colonel. 11 

Q: Whe re we r e you t tion ed when this (incident) occurr~d 7 

"Down at Di as Air Force · Base in Texas. We were testing what turned out 

to be the F-94s -that's a jet aircraft, radar-interceptor," 

Q: You we r e up in a.n F-94, .. 

"Ri ght . II 

Q: ... an what did you see ? 

• we bad more or less r econnaisance missions that we were nying and uh 

he y r po rted on t he s cope that they bad a Unidentified flyin g Object nying 

a a h p; h s p ed- (i t was ') going to intercept our course. So ' c.hen we conferred 

it wi h the r adar control station on the DEW Line and uh we wanted to intercept 
fo llowin g 

ut t he y wouldn ' t l e t us . And they kept . , it. and they claimed that it 

crashed som wh r down of f of be tween Texas and old Mexico borde r," 

0 : Did you see t his t hi ng? 

"Uh huh ." (A ffirm, t i v ) 

G ( •\r • W ... ),'.lt, d:I t l ook like ? 

.. , I IL ' i .,.. • fl bi g 1 of li ht . more or le s s. to me . " < 

G: tlo 1,.1 r :" ,.. ~ ... , . I t'.O nr d:I cl you calculat it ai r p d7 

91 ','hn •. we f WA doi n[3 w;:is about tw nty-t wo hunrl (2 . 000 ) mil 

r 

'I 



Lt . Col. W"llin gham~s Statement -2-

an hour." 

Q: What did you think when you saw that? 

•we never had anything that fast-we thought it was a missile, at first, . 

of some type." 

Q1 What makes you think that it wasn't? 

•well uh they conferred it one the scope and things; it wasn't a missile 

because it made a ninety (90) degree turn. So a missile can't do-at that time 

couldn't do that . Besides, it couldn't do it today, but they make radius tull 

turns. This made more or less a square turn." 

Q1 Now where did this thing crub according ._to your information? 

"Well I ' d say it was somewhere up from Laredo, Texas. I was down there 

this summe r lookin t hat over, too." 

Qi This was on the Mexican side? 

1 Yeab, it was on the Mexican side. We got a light aircraft-me and my 

radar ... or co-pilot-and we went down to the site and landed . .And the Mexican 

authorities ran us off; they wouldn't let us go in." 

Q1 Where did you land? 

1 We landed out in the pasture, right across from where it hit at.• 

Q1 Who was vi th you 7 

"This Jack Perkins, Captain Jack Perkins." 

Qi Ok, you go~ out of the aircraft. What. did you do then? 

"W tarted running over to where everybody was at-we figured they knew 

wh r wn al r eady. So we had about a quarter of a mile, l guess, to 

get over to it. So we got over there-they told us to l eav, and everything 

l se, A.nd th n arm d gu~rds came out and they started formin g a lin~ around 
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the area. So on the way back I seen a little piece of metal, so I picked it 

up and brought it back with me." · 

Qs How close di you et to t he act ual crash site? 

"Oh I 

Qs 

es we were up within seventy- ive (75 ) f ee t of it.• 

yous e there? Was ther a canopy cove i n t he wreckage? 

"N , there were two little sand mounds-there were two set.nd mounds 

and i t l ooked to me like this thing crashed r ight in t ween them. But it 

t into t he g ound, according to the way the people were aoting around it. 

So we actually never did get right up to the site to see what crashed. But 

you could see for three-()) to five-hundr~d (500) feet where it had went across 

the eand, like in there. And it looked to me like, I guess from the metal I 
either 

found, it had a little explosion or it had begun to disintegrate or some-

thing caused this metal to come apart, you know." 

Q: On this piece of metal that you found, was there any charring or signs that 

it bad burned? 

•Nab, it kind of looked to me like ... oh what would you call it ... in a 

way it looked like a magnesium-steel, but it bad a lot of carbon it, because 

I tried to beat it with a cutting torch and it just wouldn't melt." 

Qi Did i t look as though it had been manufactured? 

"Oh ye ab, it looked like it was something made-because it was bone7-

00111be • yo know, or oolant; you know how you make metal so it would cool 

I , .,:,, hon Y-C o d with two rows of holes in it. I dr awed you a 

pie uro of hat, romem r7" 

i. 
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Q i ny serons in it or rivets? 

"No. Man , it w just as smooth as silk, too. There wouldn't be no drag 

on i t whatsoeve ~. I WA n't a eteorite or anythin g like that-you could tell 

t hat it wasn't anything like that, because I've seen a lot of those meteorite 

tons." 

0 , ~n. didn t see any of the wreck age itself? 

W 11. foe we l eft they put ropes around it, they put a canopy thing 

lik t t va r i t-bee use it was hotter than blue blazes down there.• 

Q: d you talk t o anybody? 

W 11 , we tried to talk to some of those people. I s ak a little Spanish; 

I \alked to some of them and about the only thing they'd tell us (was) that it 

vae just something had crashed in there and we weren't allowed to go in.• 

Q1 Let's go back. You walked up to within 75 feet of this thing and then what 

happened? 

•These guys kept pushing on us, trying to get us to get back-these Mex. 

icans or Spanish arri on, I guess you'd call them, They were in uniforms. They 

kept pushing us trying to ge t us to go back, and that's when they brought in 

the a r m d guards out there. So there w s mor peopl 1 th time coming 1n 
If 

the 

1 Wb l" were they coming fl"om7 

~r ess probably from the little nei ghborin g town around there." 

: When th armed guards came out what did you do 7 

•we left: w got up and left: got back in our aircraft and left. I went 

i. 
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to Dias and about three days later I went to try and get this piece ot metal 

analyze d, and noboby around there ... they told me about this guy down here below 

Ba P.C r s t own t h t do n bis kind of work for the Air Force and Marines and 

v rbody ol . So we-that weekend we decided we'd ny up there and aee what 

w c0uld f ind out about it." 

Ok, le t's bold that thought right there. When you got back in your aircraft, 

ou try to pas s ov r t he site to see what you could se e7 

• y ah , by th n t h y had a canopy up ove r the top of it. 

Q: How bi g do yo u think it was, judging from the size of the tarp7 

• think 1 w s mos tly all buried in the ground. But I'd say tbat tarp 

w:i.s r bAbl fi fty (50) or seventy-five (75) feet square." 

Q: 0~. yn, ook t h al to t he metalurgist. What did he come up with? 

He s d h would analyze it for us and everythin g, and it would take 

m a u three ()) days ; so we w nt back to D1.as. Sow called him after 

t hr e () ) ays a.nd they said 'aw 1 t was just a pi ece of m t A11 {And) there 

vasn't nothing to worry about. Well we said we'd like to know what it waa 

made out of; we'd like to get a complete report on it. So then we called 

back and he wasn't there. And the next day we called back and he wasn't there. 

And the next day well we called and tol~ them what we wanted, and they said 

tbey didn't know nothing about it-didn't know nothing about the piece of 

metal. An d I ai d yo u're a you-know-what-•cause I \.las getting il1ttle 

pi, rtu 

on l 

d at' m. Sow did ny up th re-I gue sit was three weeks or a 

r, I gue e it was, and that y wAs ~l r a y on . • 

i. 
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Qs Which guy7 

•Fisher.• 

Kajor Robert Fisher? 

•Tb.is Fisher bad already . lef~.• 

Q: Major Robert Fisher? 

•Yeah.• 

Q: ow where was he out of-was he working !or the government? 

•He was in a Marine uniform.• 

Q: T was at the Fairchild-Republic aircraft plant? He was a metalurgist 

he r 

11 Right. A metilurgist. He done experimental ..• 

Q: Wb a city was this at7 

•Ju t below Ha gge r~town, Maryland ... and I went back and just forgot about 

i t .• 

Q: What about tbe briefing in Washington? 

•Well, we ad a brie fin g in Denver, Colorado-we had a briefing-they took­

~ h~ whole crew, which made up four aircraft, which we were fiying cover 

mi~~ or~ or B-47s . That was our main job, And they took all of the people 

:i. w, ,. o tba B-14-7 and th fou r aircraft that was flying wing for I em, to 

asW n ton . I un e r s tand. Now the only ones that actually w nt to Washington, 

t ~t k ew of, wa me and Pe rkins-because they didn't l et us al l ge t to­

ether afL r that . I was under the impression that the r was psychiatrist, 

two doctors, a scientist and a couple of Air Force inve s ti ators, briefed us 

on what we seen.• 

•. 



Lt. Col. Wil i n b m' s Statement -7-

Q: ha.t d you t 11 h m7 

•we told them exactly what happened-we w r e nyin g along and this object 

came on the scop, and directly it· came 1nvis1ble ... er, it came visible to us. 

And we watched it and we wanted to take after it, but headquarters wouldn't 

let us go after it. And it played around a little bit, and we got to watching 

how it made ninety (90) degree turns at this high speed and everytbine-we 

knew it wasn't a missile or any type. And also the DEW Line-it came from up 

toward Washington-it came across the United States from up in there. And I 

guess it must of came down probably close to the line of California and Ar­

izona, and came across Arizona, New Mexico and into Texas. Is the way_atter 
.. 
we ta.l.ked to everybody that we could get any information out of the"'-how it 

bad came ,iround. • 

Q: Now let ' s go ack to the crash site. Try to remember in as much detail as 

you can how you w· r e shooed away from that site. First the Mexicans came out 

an d tried .. to get you away, and then the armed guards came out. 

•well, after the first guard came to us, an officer of the Spanish galeon, 

or whatever what it was, came over and asked us if we bad pap rs to land on that 

ide of the borde r- 1 cause we weren I t actually authorized t o cross the border.,;. 

with &11yt bing, you know without having a visa or some milita ry releasement or 

something like that. And that kind of shook us up a littl bit, •cq~se they 

could have impoUlld d the plane and us, too-if they wanted to. But we talked 

to hi a li ttl bit an d tried to get him to tell it and he said he didn't 

know h it was . And tb y wouldn't know until they had it du g out. And that 

wn~ ano h~r r non I f1 eu red most of it wa all buried. But I still believe 

, 
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came apart-eve r what i t was." 

Qt 1 ght now, and then the armed guards cAJ11e out. What happened then? 

11 W l "' we went out and got into the aircraft and left.• 

Q: Did hey ge~. rough t h you7 

o. they didn ' t get rou gh vith us or anything; they j ust said we couldn't 

get a y closer . So I even asked one of them what he 1tl een i n the re and he 

said be hadn't gotten close enough to see it either." 

Qi Did you see any Americans there? 

•The only one I thought was an American-and I wouldn't swear be was 

Jmerlcan-, li»ecause a lot of them down there you don I t know ... he was in civilian 

clotbes ..• pretty light complected. And be was speaking English to one or the 

officers there. And he was asking him what it was, and the officer told him 

be oouldn't tell him nothin g. He s aid somethin~I don't know what it was then-

in Sp, 1.sh . The guy who was light comple c <.!d 9 tilled back to him in Spanish, 

t I wasn't close enough to tell what they we re sayin ~." 

Q1 He wasn't Lt. Leon Jeffers, a Naval Intelligence office r from Mexico City? 
too f amilia r with 

• r have no idea, because I wasn I t ') those people at that time.• 

Qi Bob, previously you mentioned somethin g tom that as you flew ac ross the 

border there was unusual activity, that there was unusual ac tivity by the bor­

der pa. trol-:-how they seemed to be scramblin g around ... 

•Yeah. Right.• 

Qi ••• as though they'd been alerted to something ... 

•Some thin g had went down or something ... " 

Q i So thoy knew about it7 
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"I 'm sur t hey did; yeah. 1Cause we weren't fiying at too b1gb an alt1t . . e 

8 • I f he ' d a picked us up · on radar going across the border, tbey' d a 

bad planes flyin g at us, probably." 

Q: Was the way they treated tb1s crash, in your opinion, unusually different 

from the way they might treat the crash or a known aircraft? 

"Well, I believe they did. Except-now we treat our ai rcraft tbat crash 

with atomic warheads on them the same way today. But back ~beo I don't believe 

tbe Spanish had any atomic warheads or anything. So I would say .they ·treated th11 

with a little bit more caution than they did otherwise. Now they i:llay->ha,g;e ·4bougbt 

that that was something the Americans bad shot in there, and it bad crashed, 

or maybe even a missile they were testing- 1 cause they were testing missiles 

in Arizona the~. I mean they weren't extra good at that time, you know ... 

(Equip nt interruption) 

Q: My question is was there any doubt in your mind that this was some kind or 

spacec r af t-probably an extraterrestrial spacecraft? 

"Well, I'd say yes-or some kind of fiying object-because it stopped, 

nyin along say at a t hous and miles per hour and it would come to a dead stop; 

it would also be fl ying along at a thous and, fifteen-hundred (1,500) miles an 

hour and it'd make a ni nety (90 ) de ree turn. Those thins at that time wasn't 

for· u ; w had nothi ng that new that fast. Today when you're fiying 

F'- 101~:- o nny a rc r art r that speed-let I s say 600 miles an hour-it takes 

ti t'•' .1 1 n h I l (J~ m os o turn it , I mean your side drift is that much. 

You " Y."<' ut.., yon r urn t\nd thr - :i nd- a- ha f ( ) 1 ) miles l a t r you got it made-

or f1 " • wh at v r your !lpe, tl i . I m e a nine ty (90) d r; r rt.urn ·." 
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Qs The piece or metal which in your estimation was a manufactured item and 

something you weren't familiar with as being part of a known aircraft. Is 

that right 7 

•well, you take a cutting torch where acetylene and oxygen burns it 

anywhere from thirty-two to thirty-eight hundred {),800) degrees Farenheit, 

and it would make the metal bot but it wouldn't even start to make it yield.• 

Qs We'd like to have a metal with such a high meltin'g point ... 

tt\tlell, you t alce the arterbu.mers on an F-86: they'll· start yielding , · 

a.bout thi Y-two hundred (J,200)-well we don't use afterburners anymore, bo.t 

at that t i me we 1 d l ove to have bad some. Because you had to change them every-

so-often •cause they'd burn out on you." 

~ 
Qs Seellingly, this ID9tal is something we don't available even today? 

•As !ar as I'm concerned: yes. It's some kind of high-carbon steel o! 

eome type." 

Qs What about the briefing now? One thing we didn't discuss was that you orig­

ianally stated today that ... {Interruption) Let me ask you one question: why 

were you debriefed on this? 

"Well at that time, all unidentified fiying objects that anybody had 

seen and reported one through the Air Force, had to be debriefed on it. Even 

the r dar operators were debriefed on what they had followed on the screens­

t he scopes or whatever.• 

' Q: Thi wasn't a debriefing of what you'd seen at the crash site ... 

•No . Ri ght. ·'Cause I didn't want them to know I was at the crash site; it 

wao v ry much i llegal ." 

Q: 3o you r d riefing was ... 

• 
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Qs The piece or metal which in your estimation was a manufactured item and 

something you weren't familiar with as being part of a known aircraft. Ia 

that right? 

•well, you take a cutting torch where acetylene and oxygen burns it 

anywhere from thirty-two to thirty-eight hundred {J,800) degrees Farenheit, 

and it would make the metal bot but it wouldn't even start to make it yield.• 

Qz We Id like to have a metal with such a bigh melting point .•. 

ell, t ake tbe arterbo.mers on an F-86: they'll· start yielding s · 

about t b.1 t -two hundred (J,200)-well we don't use afterburners anymore, bat 

at t hat time we 1 d l ove to have had some. Because you had to change them every-

so-often •cause they'd burn out on you.• 

~ 
Qs Seeaingly, this metal is something we don't available even today? 

•As !ar as I 1m concerned: yes. It 1 s some kind of hi b-carbon steel of 

eome type ." 

Qs What about the briefing now? One thing we didn't discuss was tbat you orig­

ianal.ly stated today that ... (Interruption) Let me ask you one question: wby 

were you debriefed on this? 

•Well at that time, all unidentified flying objects that anybody had 

een and reported one through the Air Force, had to be debriefed on it. Even 

h r da r operators w r e debrie fed on what they had followed on the screens­

or wh atever .• 

wa n ' t a d bri flng of what you'd seen at the crash site ... 

•Ho . Ri h. 1Caue e I didn 't want th m to know I wo nt the crosh sitei it 

wa ve ry mu h 1 on . " 

Q: 3o you r dobrl fi g w 

• 
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• •• was what I had seen in night." 

Qi A d he re were three other planes besides yours? 

"Right ••. Pl.us a ~47, and they had three men on it." · 

Q: When you got back, the Air Force didn 1t want you to talk about what you had 

seen ... 

•we were not to even discuss among the pilots that had seen it, that bad 

been on this mission. We weren't even to discuss it among ourselves." 

Q: Did you sign oaths? 

•we signed papers that we would not discuss it with nobody.• 

~ Q: Io you remember what those papers said? Did they threaten you? 

•well, you could have been discharged from the service and maybe even 

get a Section 8 from the service. That 1s a mental discharge, a $action 8. And 

I noticed the people today even, right at the present time, if you go tell 

someone you saw something, they fire people right off their jobs and everything.• 

Q: When you signed this thing, did it mnke you think that it was actually what 

you thought it was? 

•we actually thought that they knew what it was and we weren't supposed 

to discus s i t-and we thought maybe it was some kind of secret aircra.t't they 

wer tos t i ng, at hat time, you know. Then later on, we got to reading about 

t h.em bitting· in Arizon, you know, and about the one that took all the blood 

out of the horse out there in Arizona (Notes Apparently refers to the famous 

~511:PR; * oase ) and the sheep, and first one thing and another had disappeared. 
'I 

• 
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A 0 o thinking , •well, probably there might be something out there.•• 

b th Air Force soemed to know what was there .•. 

B he c stio t h t they asked us: no. ' They did not knov vhat it 

w y did ot ive us th indic tion one way or th ot r that they didn't 

kno wh. t i as or they did know what it vas. All of thei questions pertained 

to what we actually seen, and we told it in our own words. Now that made the 

third dsbc-ie!ing or this same thing that ve had, and they bad stenographers 

taking down everything that we told them.'' 

Q1 Wu 1t routine in a debrie!ing !or them to have you sign papers that you 

wouldn't divulge ... 

■)io • II 

Qs This wru, out of the ordinary? 

Yes ." 

Q: To y, Colonel, are you convinced that there is some sort of a cover-up, 

that they have one of these things? 

11 All the investigation I've done since I talked to Todd (when I traveled 

to Harrisburg last June to interview him), I don't think they know what's going 

on, I don't n• 11l0re believe they got one in captivity than nothing. I really 

doa•t. •cause I've talked to too many people, that if they had one in captivity, 

they'd know about it. And they know of nothing of that type-unless they're 

svorn to secrecy." 

Qt I could give you any number of exa.Mples (Zechel spe akin) of information 

that if I hinted at it you would say it isn't true because you haven't beard 

about it .... 

t. 
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(Short exchange follows in which Willingham finally agrees with Zechel's 

point that because someone doesn't know about something doesn't preclude 

t exist nee. } 

Q: Was the Ai r Force aware of the crash? 

__ ._......_ __ 

~They had to know about it, because they had debriefed the radar peo­

ple first. But you wouldn't know it by the questions they were asking us.• 

Q: There was no indication that this was end of the investigation? 

1 Right. I"m sure that they had people there the next day after it had 

crashed-right there at the site." 

Q: D1.d you ever he ar any rumors to the effect that they had determined what 

i t as7 

No . I ._,,re didn 't . " 

Q: Did you ever try to determine that afterward? 

• Hte r I foun d out that I couldn't get no analysis on the metal, and the 

iu.n and piece of metal both bad disappeared, and it wasn't too long after that 

and we was getting ready to go to Korea-so I just quit thinking about it, per­

iod.• 

Q1 Dtd you think it was a big secret? 

•r kind of figured that-yes." 

Q: ntd you think it was time to back off? 

"Nab. I don't back off too easy; I just had too many other things I had 

d. I wa trying to get a squadron r ady to o t o Kor a about that time, 

~ J hnrl o t art thinkin g about something el6e ." 
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Qi I f t hey could have identified this t hin g other than in terms o! an extra­

te rrestr ial spacecraf t, do you think that would have been disseminated to you? 

•r doubt if they would have ever said anything to us-unless it vaa 

actually proved th t it was an ·aircraft, they would have put that in vitb ~~r 

br efin pape s. " (Apparently referring to pre-flight briefings) 

(In rview cone ude d with brief exchange) 

••• 
SUMMARY 

Attempts to locate other personnel involved wit h thi s incident have so 

far been fruitless. Jack Perkins (John W. Perkins, AO 412738) retired from the 

Air Force as a Lt. Colonel, also. A letter to be forwarded to him through the 

Air Force was returned with the notation that Perkins had died on April 17, 

197). No indication was given of where be bad resided. Names or other persons 

who we re involved with the interceptors or the B-47 which Willingham supplied 

me with , brought repl ies t~m the Air Force that they could not find records 

pertai ni ng to such personnel. A cover-up in this regard seems entirely poss­

ible and plausible. 

A check with Theron Rhinehart, historian at the Fairchild-Republic air­

craft plant, det ermined that a Mar i ne Major named Robert Fishe r had in fact 

been s t ationed at t he plant durin g the l ate 1940s. He was an aircraft inspector/ 

talurgi st. At t empts to l oc at e Fisher through the Ma rine s were also fruitless, 

1.n t.hn.t the Mar in refused to aid such a search unles s I could provide more 

i. 
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s pecific informati on such as a serial number. The Ma rines state t here were a 

nUJ11ber of Robert Fishers holding the rank of Ma jor during that era; they re­

fused to se arch for one who had been assigned to Fairchild-Republic. Given 

the opportunity, I feel Fisher can be eventually located with adequate 

funding. 

Historian Rhinehart managed to locate a Fairchild employee wbo bad 

been in the metalugry department since the mid.-1940s. This person recalled, 

vaguely, two Air Force officers bringing a piece of metal to be analyzed 

during the period in question. This was without prompting from me. He attempted 

to locate analyses records from the late 1·940s but found they had been des­

troyed. He did not recall the results of the analysis of Willingham' s metal, 

1! 1n fact they wer e Made known. 

WU ing run i a Texan who speaks with an obvious drawl and is not par­

ticularly art c tlate . He is, however, quite obviously intelligent and honest. 

Be speaks his mind no matter what the circumstances. His attitude about UFOs 

is one ot the moat open-minded and objective I've seen. He seems more inclined 

o try to explain something, if possible, than to believe i n something without 

ove rwhellJli.n evidence. But he is not extremist in eithe r :i r ec tion. 

I' m impressed that be 13 tellipg the truth. I'm al so 1mpressod by the 

tact be could jump to a lot of conclusions about the incident, but he doesn't. 

Be s ticks to the facts as best he can recollect them. Frankly, unlike most 

militery caree r officers I've met. he seems to be quite healthy mentally, 

and i free of t he par anoia usually found in these types. Unless something 

bapp~ns to him. If e h can reli ed on to support his t estimony 1ooi . 
••• 
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k~ltP'~Cll~ Jt<J@mhe Hoover Preai ntial U brar)'.J..Jtlu um and the Truman Preslden11al Mu■eum & Library 
identialu fo pre id ncy.com 

j ect : Re: 1950 I Indio ra h 
Da • on l Dec 2003 I 0:59 :3 1 EST 

Tile G' .. 11Mel IMIMIM w oe wu ffiHe,.... Ill pert lly ,......., f,- ..,_ 'Wllelll T. ~,W ,e ... llN - C-W • ..... ~ 

Hi Grant , t-<e"~•~•w.W..liWMw.illWiMil~ liW..alii~ ~ ~•~w~~QQlilfii.i~il.lo~~iliM~~~IQQMiiffe 
at El Indio (8 Dec 1950). From the FBI office at Richmond to HQ DC, it reads: 

RE FL YING SAUCERS. THI S OFFICE VERY CONFIDENTIALLY ADVISED BY ARMY INTELLIGENCE, 
RICHMOND, THAT THEY HAVE BEEN PUT ON IMMEDIATE HIGH ALERT FOR ANY DATA WHATSOEVER 
CONCERNING FL YING SAUCERS. CIC HERE STATES BACKGROUND OF INSTRUCTIONS NOT AVAILABLE 
FROM AIR FORCE INTELLIGENCE, WHO ARE NOT AWARE OF REASON FOR ALERT LOCALLY, BUT ANY 
INFORMATION WHATSOEVER MUST BE TELEPHONED BY THEM IMMEDIATELY TO AIR FORCE 
INTELLIGENCE. CIC ADVISES DATA STRI CTLY CONFI DENTIAL AND SHOULD NOT BE DISSEMINATED. 

At the bottom of the document is a barely legible , scribbled message that includes the word "Sandia," where the 
El Indio wreckage was supposedly taken, according to the MJ12 papers . Might be an idea to FOIA the Army for 
any Intel files from Richmond from this date and surrounding dates . Potentially of interest to this is the following 
FBI teletype of 5 December 1950 (one day before El Indio), which states : 

DETECTION OF UNIDENTIFIED OBJECTS OVER OAK RIDGE AREA, PROTECTION OF VITAL 
INSTALLATIONS. REURTEL DECEMBER 4 LAST REGARDING POSSIBLE RADAR JAMMING AT OAK 
RIDGE. 
ARRANG EMENTS SHOULD BE MADE TO OBTAIN ALL FACTS CONCERNING POSSIBLE RADAR JAMMING 
BY IONIZATION OF PARTICLES IN ATMOSPHERE. CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION TO 
DETERMINE WHETHER INCIDENT OCCURRING NORTHEAST OF OLIVER SPRINGS, TENNESSEE, COULD 
HAVE ANY CONNECTION WITH ALLEGED RADAR JAMMI NG. 

Also , although I haven't seen them, there are now declassifi ed files available for viewing at the British Public 
Record Office on the visit by UK Prime Minister, Clement Atlee, to the US at the time of the event. I would be very 
surprised if there wasn't at least something in those files that refers to at least part of this story (and probably in 
connection with the fear that this was a Soviet attack). I may have a few more things on this; I'll have a look and 
see if I can find anything . Bruce Maccabee wrote a paper on aspects of this story I think. All best, Nick 
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Tuesday , December 5, 1950 

9: 40 am (The President left for the National Guard Armory) 

10:15 am The President made a nation-wide broadcast , opening the White House 
Conference on Children and Youth from the National Guard Armory) 

10 :45 am (Honorabl e St eve Early) OFF THE RECOi'tD 

11:00 a.."!l Hocorable Frederick Lawton, Director, Bureau of the Budget 
(One- hal .f hour) 

11 :30 am 

· -

The President ' s Advisory Conmrl.ttee on Management 
(The following ware present:) 
Hr . Thomas . . i1or gan, J-resident, SperrJ Corpor t ion 
~.r . Lawrenc A . . ppley, Pr esident American Management Assn., Inc . 
Mr . VL~cent Burke, Deputy Postmaster Gener al 
Hon . Oscar . Chapman, Secretary of t he Interior 
Hon. Gordon R. Clapp, Chairman of the Board, Tennessee Valley Authority 
Hon. Herbfu-t E.mmerich, Executive Director, Public Adm . Clearing House 
Mr. James R. Killian, Jr ., President , M.I.T. 
Mr . F.dward Mason, Dean, Harve.ry University 
Mr . Otto L. Nelson, Vice President, New York Life I nsurance Co . 
Hon. Fr nk Pace, Jr ., Secretary of t he Army 
Mr . James Palmer, r resident, Marshall Field & Co . 
Mr . Marcellus C. Sheild, 3 Ea.st Irving ut . 
Hon. Jarucs E. -ebb, Under ecretary of State 
Hon. Frederick Lawton, Director, Bureau of the Budget 
¥.r. v-iillia.rn F . Fi.nan, Burse.u of t he Budget 
M..1· . Charles St auffacher , Bureau of the Budget 
Mr . Elrr1er B. Staats, Bureau of the Budget 

11: 45 am Mr s . Al bert Lasker 

12:00 

12 : J0 

(Ar r anged at sug estion of David "\Jiles) 

The ?resident r eceived a deleg~tion f r om the ational .4H Club Congress 
(The following ;..;ere ';)?' ( sent:) 
AITON, E. W. 
BOWE , Phyllis V. 
BP.OZOVICH, Donal d Sherman 
EI.DER, ar;r Jenet 
HARRILL , L. R. 
KEPNER, ? • V. 
LZE, Porter, Jr . 
MATHRE, DiAnne 
McDO:;JELL, Jae~, Jr. 
THOMPSON , T. W. 
TURNER , Ray . . 
WILLISFO D, Robert F. 

ANDERSON , Kenneth 
BO~iMAN , Don 
CURTIS, Eileen R. 
HARKNESS, Leona.rd 
HILTON , Conrad 
QUAIN, . F. 
LOVING, Kent 
Mc CO ID-II K, C • J . 
SMITH, Ca.rol.,--n Durham 
TROTH, Edna 
WARREN , Gertrude L. 

Honorable Geor ge Marshall, 'fhe uecr etarJ of De nse 

12 : /.i.5 µn (The President 1 f t for N val Gun F ctory) 



Tuesday, December 5, 1950 (Continued) 

1 :00 pm 

5:00 pm 

8 : 20 pm 

The President gave a lunche~n aboard the USS WILLIAMSBURG in honor 
of Prime ¥.d.nister Attlee . The fol.lo-ring wer e preaent at luncheon : 

Honorable Sam Rayburn, The Speaker 
Honorable Dean Acheson, Secretary of St a t e 
Honorable George ;-1arshall , Secretary of Defense 
Honor abl e John Snyder, Secretary of the Tr_easury 
Honorable i . Stuart Symington, Chairman, N. S.R.B. 
Ge.'1eral Omar N. Br adley 
Honoz-able W. Av~r ell Harr iman 
Senator Tora Connally , Texas 
Senator Ale:7...ander ,-Jiley, Wisconsin 
Congressman James P. Ri chards, South Car olina 
Congres3man Char les A. Eaton, New Jersf;J 
Honor able vial.ter Giffo rd, American Ambassador Designate to Great Britain 
Senator lval ter Geor ga , Geor gi a 
Right Honorable Cl ement R . . t t l ee , Pr ime ~;nister of Great Brit ain 
Sir Oliver Fr a."lks , t he British Ambas sador 
Field Marshal Sl:iJn., Chief of t he Imperial General St aff 
Sir Roger Makin, Briti3h Foreign Office 

The f ollowing were pr es,,mt at a Conference aboard USS '11ILLHMSBOP.G 
a.!'t er lune eon: 
Honorable Dean Acheson, Secret a . of St .:i.te 
Honorabl e George Mar shiill , Secret ary of Defense 
Honorabl e John Snyder, Secret~ry o! the T~eaGlL"7 
Honorable 1:i . Stuar t Symington, Chairman , N. S.R.B. 
General Cmar N. Bradley 
Honor able W. Averell Harriman 
Hono r·able Wal t er Gifford, American Ambassador Designat e to Gr eat Bri tain 
_,unbassa or Philip J essup 
Honor able George Perkins, Assistant Secretary of Stat e 
Honorab e Dean Rusk, Assist ant Secreta.-y of State 
Right Honorable Cl ement R. Attl ee, Prime Minister of Gr eat Britain 
~ir Ol iver Fr a.."lks , t he British A.~bassador 
Fiel d Marshal Slim, Chi ei' of t he Im~erial General St aff 
Sir Roger ?-ia.kin, Brit i sh For eign Offi ce 

Cabinet Neeti.'"lg 
(All pr es:ant except Agriculture and the At t or ne-J General . The 
Sol icitor General and Under Secretary McCormick ntended) 

(The Pr esi dent and Mrs . Truman left f or Constit ution Hall, wher e they 
at tended concert of !,-1..iss Na.:rgaret Truman . They met t heir gu$st s , the 
British Ambassa dor and Lady Franks, and the Pr ime }li.nister, at 
Constitut i on Hall) 



··ednesday, December 6, 1950 

9:45 am Hon . Zdmond G. Bro~-m, ttorney Gener al el ect of California 
Mr . Ed Hills , campaign manager 

( In ifashington a.'1d called 1~ . Connelly yesterday to ask it 
he might call and pay respects to the ?r esi dent ) 

10 :45 am 

11: JO am 

11:15 am 

11:30 am 

Ed,ra d lcKim 

The Presi ent ·eceived delegation from A .. --r;zy & Navy Union, U. S.A. , 
and received f rom t hem a gold Life Membership Card and ?la.qua . 
ne f ollowi..n0 were pr esent: 

ABRAMS, David 
BLADEN, George 
CA.RR, George 
10&..~H, Charles 
RUSSZLl,, H. C. John 
70 /G; ~ rs . Sall y ? • 

BAF.RISFORD, ~·lilliSlll A. 
CALLAJ.-LU., James 1. 
CATER, Paul 
OLCZ.AK, Bd.....,ar A. 
STEh1..IlJ , Col . Joseph C. 

Honor.:.>.ble Joseph . . Darst, 1-iayor of St . Louis, io . 
(~ired f.r , Connell y that he would be here at this time attending 
meeting of Americ.:m Mwri.cipal Association and would appreciate 
se~ing t he ?resident on r:i.:i.tter of e.nreme importance) 

Honor able Cea.n Acheson, The Secreta:-y of St ate 
Honorabl e ~-i . Aver ell Harrima.n 
Honorable Stua r t Sym:L"1,.,.ton, Chairman, N. S. R. B. 
Honor able Jess Larson 
Honorable j·o S .yde.r , Secretar , of the .1.reasury 
Hono::-able Charles Sawye .. , Secretary of Coro:nerce 
Honor abl e ., ph S. Tri~, Col:!:llodit y Credit Corpor ation 
Honor abl e H.ichar · s. :3i ssell, Deputy Administr ator, Economic 

Cooperation Administration 
Honorable C-eor ge ~ arsh~J 1, Secretar.1 of Defense 
Honorable ,·ill iard L. hori-J , lasistant Secretary of State 
Honor able Geor ge ·1i . Perkins , Assistant Sec ... etary of state 
Honorable !tfa.lter Gifford, American Am as,3ador Designate to Great Britain 
Ambassador ? 1ilip Jessup 
Right Hono~abla l ement R. Attl ee, ?rime Minister of Great Britain 
The British Ambassador, ir Oliver Franlcs 
,:iir :::ct-rir. ?lo·,;den 
Sir ;\O er ~fakins 
Sir Leslie owan 
i...r.r . Robert Hall 
Mr. DeP~'1i s Richett 
Fiel d Marshall Slim 
wrd Tedder 

12:45 pm H. E. Dr. John Hyun Chang, Ambassador of Korea 
Hon . Sae Su..'11 Kim, Counselor of the Korean Embassy 

(The A.1lbassador asked for th:.s t hru Di vision of Protocol. 
~-pects to rsturn to Korea t o becc,me Prime ¥..inister and wi.11 be 
succeeded as Ambassador here by Mr . Sae Sun Kim. Mr . John Simmons 
of Division of Protocol will accompany t hem) 



1: 

3:00 

3: 30 

b r ~, l 50 (Continu d) 

(LUNCH) 

Hon r bl \ illi M. Boyle 
(Usual '-lednesda- appoint ent) 

Honor ble De n • cheson, "ecret.1ry· of State 
Honorabl e eor 0 Marshall, Secretary o! Defense 
Honorable John Snyder , Secret a.ry of the Tr sury 
General Omar 1. Br dley 
Honor able W. v ell H rriman 
Honorabl \ . stuart Symin von 
Ambassador t Lar ~e Phili p Jes5up 

mb .-des · .ate ~ _ver . Gifford 
Assist nt ecr tary of State Perkins 
Y.ir . George Elsey 
Prime Minister Att ~e 
Sir Oliver Franks 
Field iarshal Si::- ~jilliam Slim 
Sir Roger ,fakins 
Lord Tedder 
Mr. Denis Rickett 

4:45 (Honorable John Snyder, Secretary of the Treasu..-y) OFF THE RECORD 

8:00 JE1 (The ?r esident left fo~ the British ~bass-~) 



Thursday, December 7, 1950 

10 :00 am (Staf f Meet ing) 

11: 00 am Council of Economic Advisers 
Honorable Leon H. Keyserli ng, Chairman 
Honor able John D. Cl ark 
Honorable Roy Blough 

( Asked i f t hey might come in ~"'ld pr esent fact s on economic 
controls) HALF HOUR 

11: 30 am Honorable ~illia.m C. Foster, Administrator, E. C. A. 
(Asked if he might come in t o make report ) 

11:45 a:m Honor able Oscar Chapman, Secretary of the Interior 
Honorable Ingram M. stainback, Governor of Hawaii 

12:00 

(Asked i.f stainback might deliver to the President copy of 
the proposed Constitution for Hawaii) 

Honorable John Shaw Young, Special Ambassador to the Haitian Exposi tion 
Honorable John Simmons, Chief, Division of Protocol 

(Mr. Simmons asked if he might bring in }Ir. Young to hand to the 
President a diploma from the people of Haiti, expressing gratitude 
to the President for the Exposition, etc.) 

12:15 pm (Honorable Frank Pace, The Secretary of the Army) OFF THE RECORD 

12: 30 pm (The President left for the Pentagon, where he attended luncheon 
given by General Marshall for Pri!lle Minister Attlee) 
The fol lowing were present at the luncheon: 

Honorable Dean Acheson, Secretary of State 
Honorable George Marshall, Secretary of Defense 
Honorable Walter S, Gifford 
Honorable W. Stuart Symington 
Honorable w. Averell Harriman 
Honorable Robert A. Lovett 
Honorable Frank Pace, Jr. 
Ho norable Francis P. Matthews 
Honorable Thomas K. Finletter 
General Omar N. Bradley 
General Wad H. Haislip 
General Hoyt S. Vandenberg 
Admiral Forrest P. Sherman 
Right Honorable Clament P.i~hard Attlee 
Right Honorable Sir Oliver S. Flanks 
Field Marshal Sir William SlJ.Jn 
The Lord Tedder of Glenquin 
Sir Roger Mald.ns 
Mr . Denis H.F . Rickett 
Sir Edwin N, Plowden 

1: 45 pm (The President left Pentagon at this time to drive to Blair House , 
where he was joined by Mrs. Truman, and then proceeded to the home 
of Secretary Ross for funeral services) 


