The Cold War Comes to Main Street

and prime minister somehow got through their mectings and smoothed out
their differences. Truman convinced Attlee that the only basis for a solution
in Korea was a free, united nation, and Attlee persuaded Truman to promise
publicly to provide prior notification of any projected use of nuclear
weapons.*

But in the last midcentury month these were peripheral concerns. The
real question was Stalin’s intentions. It was easy to conclude that his mal-
ice toward the West was unbounded and that he had brought the Chinese
Communists into his orbit. But what would he do? Three days after the
Chinese offensive, Truman decided that Stalin would never again have the
advantage of exploiting weaknesses in the Western decision-making
process. MacArthur could no longer be allowed to unilaterally make U S.
policy decisions that would send misleading signals to the Kremlin and
Peking. Truman told Marshall that henceforth “all instructions to General
MacArthur from the Chiefs of Staff be processed through the Secretary of
Defense to the President personally.” Marshall promptly passed the word
to Bradley.”

Meanwhile, the CIA was ordered to prepare intelligence estimates of
short-term Soviet intentions. The agency submitted reports to the White
House on December 5 and 11, 1950, and January 10, 1951, after receiving
concurrence from the intelligences offices at the State Department and in
each of the armed services. The three documents were based on information
available to U.S. sources between December 1 and December 15. Their
depressing conclusions coincided with public opinion.

The December 5 report depicted the Soviet leadership as reckless and
irresponsible. Stalin and his men “have resolved to pursue aggressively
their world-wide attack on the power position of the United States and its
allies regardless of the possibility that global war may result, although they
may estimate that the Western Allies would seek to avoid such a develop-
ment.” China had intervened in Korea “in realization of the risk of general
war” with the United States “and perhaps in expectation of such a devel-
opment.” They never would have done so “without explicit assurance of
Soviet support,” which soon might include direct involvement of Russian
“volunteers.”"

Six days later, the CIA projected an even gloomier scenario.” Soviet bloc
responses to recent developments in Korea indicated that the Kremlin

assessed its current military and political position “as one of great strength
in comparison with that of the West” and that it would “exploit the appar-

e 304 @

ent conviction of the West of its own present weakness.”* Moscow, “sec-
onded by” Peking, had made it clear “through a series of authoritative state-
ments” that it was going to challenge the West in Asia as well as in Europe.
Stalin intended to force U.S. troops to withdraw from Korea, establish Com-
munist China as the predominant power in the Far East, and reduce West-
ern control over Japan. “Moscow has given no real indication that it will
compromise on any one of these points,” the CIA declared. The Kremlin had
also demonstrated repeatedly its determination to drive a wedge in the close
working relations between the Western powers in order to isolate the United
States and end all European efforts at rearmament. Finally, “the scope of
Soviet bloc preparations and the nature and extent of Soviet Communist
official statements and propaganda raise the question of Soviet or Satellite
moves in other areas. The points that appear most critical are Berlin and
Germany, Indochina, Yugoslavia, and Iran.”

The third paper, devoted to the Soviet Union’s capabilities in unconven-
tional warfare, was the most chilling. The CIA concluded that there was a
“high” probability that the Kremlin could successfully mount biological and
chemical attacks against the United States in the event of hostilities between
Russia and the West.*

L

Truman was determined to check the rapid erosion of government and pub-
lic morale with vigorous action. On December 13, he met with top congres-
sional leaders, including Taft and Wherry, to “inform them of my decision
regarding the declaration of a national emergency.” The president got an ear-
ful of congressional opinion, all of it alarmist. Senator Connally noted that
Korea “had made everybody very jittery.” Tydings added that “the United
States was in deadly peril. The question now is whether we can survive.”

*Soviet diplomats in Washington and New York had obviously been reading the Ameri-
can press carefully. Luce’s reporters wrote scornfully about American unpreparedness (see
“What Mobilization? Manpower Is Low, Training Is Long,” Life, 11 December 1950,
PP 42-45), which was also a lively topic of conversation on Capitol Hill. The Federal Civil
Defense Administration announced that it planned to spend two-thirds of its three-billion-
dollar fiscal-year budget to provide bomb shelters for fifty million people in critical areas
across the nation. State governors, who were expected to finance about one-third of the
project, reacted sharply. No known bomb shelter could adequately protect against an
atomic raid, they responded. The whole program was a boondoggle. See “Civil Defense: A
Place To Hide,” Time, 18 December 1950, p. 21.

® 305 ¢






The Cold War Comes to Main Street

Once again the people and government had “made a great mistake of under-
estimating the power of the enemy and as a result we are far too weak.”
Korea had demonstrated communist military strength and effectiveness far
beyond what had been assumed in the West. ““We still have some time left,’
Senator Tydings said, ‘but damn little. I am in favor of giving the President
the power to get ready as fast as we can.”” Other Senate and House leaders
more or less echoed Tydings's alarmism. The Chinese offensive had appar-
ently demonstrated that communists were ten feet tall. It would take a
mighty national effort to defeat them. Two nights later, Truman spoke to the
country over national radio about his plans for dealing with the crisis in
Korea and the threat from the communist world.*

It had been a bad week for the president. First Charlie Ross died sud-
denly. Then music critic Paul Hume of the Washington Post published a
stinging review of daughter Margaret’s Washington recital, which both Tru-
man and Attlee had attended. Truman, struggling with a national crisis and
personal grief, lost his temper and wrote a bitter letter to Hume that soon
appeared in the press, further damaging the president’s reputation among
those who had long ago decided that the man was an incompetent fool.

There was nothing foolish in Truman’s speech to the people. “Our homes,
our Nation, all the things we believe in, are in great danger,” he began. The
Chinese intervention in Korea was the final proof that the communists “are
now willing to push the world to the brink of a general war to get what they
want.” America had the strength to curb the international march of com-
munism, and “here are the things we must do:” create a vast, permanent
military machine; continue to support the United Nations and cooperate
with free world allies; expand the national economy and “keep it on an even
keel.” The official presidential proclamation of national emergency followed
within twenty-four hours.*

In some ways, the president’s speech and proclamation were remarkably
restrained. America would rearm, but there would be no wartime rationing,
no brownouts or blackouts of coastal and key inland cities, and no resump-
tion of crushing wartime controls on business. Detroit would not be shut
down and reopened as a huge war plant, and Pittsburgh would not divert
all steel production to wartime uses. There would be no bond drives and no
calls for victory gardens, scrap iron, or nylon stockings to support the war
effort. But Truman clearly put the country on notice that the United States
had entered a new era of potentially unlimited confrontation with the

nuclear armed forces of the communist world
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In Korea the situation continued to deteriorate. The Eighth Army com-
pleted its evacuation of the north, while the last elements of X Corps at last
left Hungnam on Christmas Eve. Major General Frank Lowe sent a per-
sonal, priority message to the president, stating that he and his staff were
on their way to Seoul via Tokyo and Pusan. “All secure safe and good
health absolute minimum casualties in Tenth Corps and Third Div through-
out entire operation.” The troops had heard “reports of dire predictions at
home of disaster here. Such erroneous reports must affect no less than
30,000 families. These reports should now be repudiated immediately as a
Christmas act for the peace of mind of the men out here and their kin folk
at home.””

By the end of the year, X Corps had landed at Pusan and rushed back
toward the parallel, seeking a strong defense line. In the confusion of gen-
eral retreat, Walker had been killed in a jeep accident; few in Korea or else-
where dared to express the relief they felt. The general’s reputation had
understandably plummeted. Who would replace him? The Joint Chiefs had
the perfect man in mind: Matthew Ridgway. If anyone could stop the retreat
and halt the terrible erosion of morale, it was he. On Christmas Eve, Ridg-
way flew to Tokyo. His mission was to save the US. Army. Meanwhile the
Department of Defense began to grease the skids for MacArthur’s eventual
departure.

On December 29, the Joint Chiefs sent a remarkable message to the
supreme commander. It was marked personal and secret, and a typed draft
bore the handwritten notation: “OK HST.” The Chiefs began by stating that
the message’s existence was known to only a handful in Washington and
that MacArthur should limit knowledge of its contents to himself and Ridg-
way plus their respective chiefs of staff. Then the Chiefs plunged in. “It
appears from all estimates available that the Chinese Communists possess
the capability of forcing United Nations forces out of Korea if they choose
to exercise it.” Peking could only be stopped by committing substantial
additional UN forces, an action that would “seriously jeopardiz[e] other
commitments including the safety of Japan.” Because of “the increased
threat of general war” the highest levels of the administration had decided
that Korea was not the place to wage a major conflict or commit the bulk of
US. ground forces.®

MacArthur’s ne: ders were to hold onto the peninsula if he could, to
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But for those who covered him daily at the White House, who had
traveled with him in 1948, who had been to Key West, he ha’d no such
feelings—Cabell Phillips and Tony Leviero of 7pe A/eu York Times, Ed-
ward Folliard of the Washington Post, Merriman Smith of United f;ress
Robert Donovan of the New York Herald-Tribune, Robert Nixon of lhc:
International News Service, Joe Short of the Baltimore Sun. And it was
they, his friends, not the “newsliars” or the Bertie McCormicks, who again
§tood to ask their questions at a sensational press conference t};e morfing
of November 30, 1950, when Truman stumbled into still more trouble
blundering as he had never before with reporters, his remarks se '
shock waves around the world ‘ L |

The Indian Treaty Room was packed—more than two hundred stood
as he came in—and at first all went well. He began by reading a prepared
text, a strong, compelling statement of policy |
. Nci;hcr the United States nor the l’m(cd Nations had any aggressive
mlcnugns against China. What was happening in Korea, h(‘wvcvcr was
part of a worldwide pattern of Russo-Communist aggression and C(I)ns‘e-
quently the world was threatened now with a serious crisis, ‘

As he had once decided 1o take a stand ar Berlin, Truman was now
resolved to stay in Korea, and he said so He was not bombastic, he was
not eloquent, only clear and to the point '

nding

Wie may suffer reverses as we have suffered them before. But the forces
of the United Nations have no intention of abandoning their mission in
Korea. . .,

We shall continue to work in the United Nations for concerted action
to halt this aggression in Korea We shall intensify our efforts 1o help
other free nations strengthen their defenses in order to meet the threat
of aggression elsewhere We shall rapidly increase our military
strength ‘

The statement had been worked over with extreme care by a dozen or
more of the White House staff and State Department. It said nO(hmg about
the atomic bomb. The subject of the bomb had never even been dis-
cussed during preparation of the statement

But then the questions began, reporters rising one by one, Folliard of
the Post first asking Truman if he had any comments on the criticism of
MacArthur in the European press.

"They are always for a man when he is winning, but when he is in a
little trouble,” Truman replied, “they all jump on him with what ought to
be done, which they didn't tell him before.” General MacArthur was
doing "a good job."”

820
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Taking an exaggeratedly deep breath, Folliard then said the particulz
criticism was that MacArthur had exceeded his authority, went beyon
the point he was supposed to go.

“He did nothing of the kind,” Truman snapped.

Other reporters began pressing him. What if the United Nations wer
to authorize MacArthur to launch attacks across the Yalu into Manchuria

Truman stood erect as always, his fingertips pressing on a tabletop :
he spoke. Sometimes between questions he would sip from a glass «
water or twist the heavy gold Masonic ring on his left hand.

“We will take whatever steps are necessary to meet the military situ
tion, just as we always have.”

Did that include the atomic bomb?

“That,” said Truman unhesitatingly, “includes every weapon we have

Did this mean there was “active consideration” of use of the bomb?

The room was still. The topic that had never been considered appr
priate for a press conference had suddenly become the focal point. Tr
man should have cut off discussion of the bomb before this. But he seen
not to have understood where the questions were leading him, while d
reporters saw no reason to refrain from pressing him, if, as it appeare
he meant to rattle the bomb a little.

“There has always been active consideration of its use,” Truman 1
plied, adding, as he shook his head sadly, that he did not want to see
used. “It is a terrible weapon and it should not be used on innocent me
women, and children who have nothing whatever to do with this militz
aggression. That happens when it is used.”

Merriman Smith, sensing that the President had said more than
meant 1o, offered him a chance to back off by asking for clarification. “T
we understand you clearly that the use of the bomb is under_acti
consideration?”

Yet Truman insisted: “Always has been. It is one of our weapons.”

Did this mean use against military objectives or civilian, another of 1
veteran White House press, Robert Nixon, started to a8k, BUt Truman «
him off, saying, “It's 2 matter that the military people will have to dﬂ
I'm not a military authority that passes on those things.” '

The correspondent for NBC, Frank Bourgholtzer, wished him to
more specific.

“Mr. President, you said this depends on United Nations action. D«
that mean we wouldn't use the atomic bomb except on a United Natic
authorization?”

“No, it doesn't mean that at all,” Truman shot back. “The action agai
Communist China depends on the action of the United Nations, 1
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TRUMAN

military commander in the field will have charge of the use of the weap-
ons, as he always has.”

He had said far more than he ever intended and had been inaccurate
besides, but the reporters had their story. The press conference ended at
10:30 oM. By 10:47 a United Press bulletin was on the wire: President
Truman faz’d today that the United States has under consideration wse of
the atomic bomb in connection with the war in Korea. The Associated
Press}followed, adding that whether the bomb was used depended on
Amencan' military command in the field, the clear implication being that
the decision was being left to MacArthur. Huge headlines filled the early
editions of the afternoon papers. ’

Truman’s answers had been devastatingly foolish, the press conference
a fiasco. The White House was besieged with calls. An exhausted Eben
A}'er§, writing privately that night, would describe it as one of the “wildest
days” ever. The reaction in Europe was extreme alarm, and especially in
Britain, where the news threw the House of Commons into a state of
panic such as old-time members had never seen. Acheson hurried to the
White House with the draft of a “clarifying” statement. Charlie Ross, under
greater pressure than at any time since becoming press secretary, was
called into the Oval Office to lend a hand in “damage control.” The
statement, ready by mid-afternoon, said that while “the use of anv weapon
is always implicit in the very possession of that weapon,” only the Presi-
dent, by law, could authorize use of the atomic bomb, anci “no such
authorization had been given." Ross, as he presented the statement,
looked and sounded completely spent, the circles under his eves deeper
and darker even than usual, his voice husky. The damage, he‘knew, had
already been done.

By late afternoon came word from London that Prime Minister Clement
Attlee was on his way to “confer” with the President. “pRESIDENT WARNS WE
WOULD USE ATOM BOMB IN KOREA, " said the front page of The New York Times
the next morning. “No No NO,” ran a headline in the Times of India

The air of crisis rapidly compounded. The next morning, Friday, De-
cember 1, Truman met with the congressional leadership in the C;;bine[
Room to hear Walter Bedell Smith, head of the CIA, explain before a huge
map of the Soviet Union and its satellites how events in Korea related to
events in Europe. The Russians, Smith reported, had just completed ma-
neuvers involving more than half a million men and consolidated their
Siberian forces under a single command, an unusual step that “deserved
watching."”

There were joint State-Defense “crisis meetings” in the War Room at
the Pentagon later in the day and again on Sunday, December 3, some six

hours of talk.

WEICHT OF THE WORLD

As Acheson would write, all the President’s advisers, civilian and mili
tary, knew something was badly wrong in Korea, other than just the
onslaught of the Chinese. There were questions about MacArthur’s mo
rale, grave concern over MacArthur's strategy and whether on the actus
battlefield a “new hand” was needed to replace General Walker. It wa
quite clear, furthermore, that MacArthur, the Far East Commander—cor
trary to the President’s reassuring remarks at his press conference—ha
indeed deliberately disobeyed a specific order from the Joint Chiefs t
use no non-Korean forces close to the Manchurian border.

But no changes in strategy were ordered. No “new hand” replace
Walker. No voices were raised against MacArthur. Regreuably, the Pres
dent was ill-advised, Bradley later observed. He, Marshall, the Joint Chief
had all “failed the President.” Here, in a crucial few days, said Acheso
later, they missed their chance to halt the march to disaster in Kore
Acheson was to lament their performance for the rest of his life. Truma
would never put any blame on any of them, but Acheson would s:
Truman had deserved far better. “1 have the unhappy conviction,” Ach:
son wrote nearly twenty years later, “that none of us, myself prominent
included, served him as he was entitled to be served.”

Matthew Ridgway would “well remember” his mounting impatienc
“that dreary Sunday, December 3,” as hour after hour in the War Roo
discussion continued over the ominous situation in Korea.

Much of the time the Secretaries of State and Defense participated in
the talks, with no one apparently willing to issue a flat order to the Far
East Commander to correct a state of affairs that was going from bad to
disastrous. Yet the responsibility and authority clearly resided right
there in the room. . ..

Unable to contain himself any longer, Ridgway spoke up, saying i
mediate action must be taken. They owed it to the men in the field a
“to the God to whom we must answer for those men'’s lives,” to st
talking and do something. For the first time, Acheson later wrote, “son
one had expressed what everyone thought—that the Emperor had
clothes on.” But of the twenty men who sat at the table, including Act
son, and twenty more along the walls behind, none spoke. The meeti
ended without a decision.

Why didn't the Joint Chiefs just send orders and tell MacArthur what
do, Ridgway asked General Vandenberg afterward. Because MacArtt
would not obey such orders, Vandenberg replied.

Ridgway exploded. “You can relieve any commander who won't ot
orders, can't you?" he said. But Vandenberg, with an expression Ridgv
remembered as both puzzled and amazed, only walked away.
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The day following, in another closed session, this time at the State
Department, Dean Rusk would propose that MacArthur be relieved of
command. But again, no one chose to make further comment.

MacArthur, meanwhile, was being taken to task by the press, as he had
never bcl*cnv Time, which had long glorified him, charged him with being
responyhlc for one of the worst military disasters in history. The “colos-
sal military blunder” in Korea, declared an editorial in the New York
Herald-Tribune, had shown that MacArthur would “no longer be ac-
cq)lcd as the final authority on military matters.” Unused to such criti-
cism, his immense vanity wounded, MacArthur started issuing statements
of hls own to the press. He denied that his strategy had precipitated the
Chinese invasion and said his inability to defeat the new enemy was due
to restrictions imposed by Washington that were “without precedent.”

Truman did not hold MacArthur accountable for the failure of the
November offensive. But he deplored MacArthur’s way of excusing the
failure, and the damage his statements could do abroad, to the degree
that they implied a change in American policy. "I should have relieved
General MacArthur then and there," he would write much later.

As it was, he ordered that all military officers and diplomatic officials
henceforth clear with the State Department all but routine statements
before making them public, “and . . . refrain from direct communications
on military or foreign policy with newspapers, magazines, and other
publicity media. " Dated December 6, the order was widely and correctly
seen as directed o MacArthur. He was still expected to express his opin-
ions freely—it was his duty to express his opinions—but only within the
councils of the government

Truman did not relieve the Far East Commander, he later explained,
because he knew no general could be a winner every day and because
he did not wish to have it appear that MacArthur was being fired for
failing,

What he might have done had Acheson, Marshall, Bradley, and the Joint
Chiefs spoken up and insisted that MacArthur be relieved is another
question and impossible to answer

For now the tragedy in Korea overshadowed everything. If MacArthur
was in trouble, then everything possible must be done to help. “We must
get him out of it if we can,” Truman wrote in his diary late the night of
December 2, following an intense session at Blair House with Acheson,
Marshall, and Bradley that had left him feeling desperately low. “The
conference was the most solemn one I've had since the Atomic Bomb
conference in Berlin.”

The talk had been of evacuating all American troops—of an American
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Dunkirk in Korea after all. Marshall was not even sure such an operation
would succeed, should the Chinese bring in their own airpower. "It looks
very bad,” Truman wrote.

Yet bad as it was, there was no mood of panic, and this, as those around
him would later attest, was principally because of Truman's own unflinch-
ing response. “Mr. President, the Chinese simply must not be allowed to
drive us out of Korea,” Acheson said at one point, when things looked
darkest, and Truman calmly agreed. When Clement Attlee arrived in
Washington and argued, in effect, that the Far East should be abandoned
in order to save Europe, Truman said no.

The bloody retreat in Korea continued. Pyongyang fell “to overwhelm-
ing masses of advancing Chinese,” as the papers reported. General Walk-
er's Eighth Army was heading for the 38th parallel. “World War III moves
ever closer,” said Life. “The Chinese Communist armies assaulting our
forces . . .are as truly the armies of the Soviet Union as they would be if
they wore the Soviet uniform.” Everywhere in Washington the talk was of
the “desperateness” of the situation. Senator McCarthy called on Acheson
and Marshall both to resign and talked of impeaching Truman. But Tru- -
man remained calm and steady. “I've had conference after conference on
the jittery situation facing this country,” he wrote in his diary. “Atlee,
Formosa, Communist China, Chiang Kai-shek, Japan, Germany, France,
India, etc. I've worked for peace for five years and six months and it looks
like World War III is here. I hope not—but we must meet whatever
comes—and we will.”

[The President] thought that if we abandoned Korea the South Kore-
ans would all be murdered and that we could not face that in view of
the fact that they have fought bravely on our side and we have put in
so much to help them [read the official minutes of his discussions with
Attlee]. We may be subject to bombing from Manchuria by the Russians
and Chinese Communists which might destroy everything we have. He
was worried. He did not like to go into a situation such as this and then
to admit that we were licked. He would rather fight to the finish. That
was the way he had felt from the beginning. . .. He wanted to make it
perfectly plain here that we do not desert our friends when the going
is rough.

When Attlee urged that no decision be made on use of the atomic
bomb without prior consultation with the British government, and possi-
bly a formal agreement, Truman declined. He would not use the bomb
without consulting the British government, Truman replied, but then
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neither would he state that in writing. If a man’s word wasn't any good,
he said, it wasn't made better by putting it on paper. ‘

The goal of uniting Korea by force had been abandoned. The best
hope now was 1o arrange an armistice back at the 38th parallel, and to
this end the British agreed to help through the United Nations. On the

policy that the war must not be widened, Truman and Attlee were in full
agreement.

Attlee arrived in Washington on Monday, December 4. Little was said to
the press about the substance of the first day's meeting, but at the end of
the second day, Tuesday, December 5, in response to the pressures on
him to release something, Charlie Ross met with some forty reporters at
the White House. It was early evening, and Ross, like the President and
the prime minister, was planning to attend a concert by Margaret Truman
scheduled to begin in another few hours at Constitution Hall,

Limited as to how much he could say, Ross took time to describe in
detail the luncheon held for the prime minister on board the Williams-
burg, and with mock patience, spelled out such terms as “au jus” for the
benefit of the reporters. “Charlie,” wrote Eben Ayers, “seemed in good
{o7¢ 57 RTOIM

The briefing over, Ross agreed to repeat the essence of what he had
said for Frank Bourgholtzer and the NBC television crew. A microphone
was set up on his desk. As he waited, Ross lit a cigarette and leaning back
in his chair, smiled at his secretary, Myrtle Bergheim.

“Don't mumble,” she kidded him.

“You know I always speak very distinctly,” he joked, then fell over
sideways.

Bourgholizer thought he was clowning. Myrtle Bergheim grabbed for
the phone and called Wallace Graham, whose oftice was on the floor
below and who immediately dashed upstairs. But Charlie Ross was al-
ready dead of a coronary occlusion.

In the tribute he wrote shortly afterward in longhand, alone at his desk
in the Oval Office, Truman said:

The friend of my youth, who became a tower of strength when the
responsibilities of high office so unexpectedly fell to me, is gone. To
collect one's thoughts to pay tribute to Charles Ross ... is not easy. I
knew him as a boy and as a man. . ..

Patriotism and integrity, honor and honesty, lofty ideals and nobility
of intent were his guides and ordered his life from boyhood onward.
He saw life steady and saw it whole ..

WEICHT OF THE WORLD

But when Truman walked down the corridor to the press lounge
where the reporters waited, he found he was unable to read what he had
written. His voice broke on the first sentence.

“Ah, hell,” he said. “I can’t read this thing. You fellows know how I feel
anyway ..." He turned and with tears running down his face walked back
to his office.

Ross had been sixty-five, a year younger than Truman. As Wallace Gra-
ham now revealed, Ross had had two or three prior mild heart attacks,
but had refused to retire, preferring to remain on the job.

Concerned that the news of Ross's death would be too upsetting for
Margaret before she went on stage, Truman gave orders that she was to
be told nothing until after the concert, a decision she would later resent.
Had she known, she could have said something in tribute to Ross, or
possibly changed her repertoire.

The President and First Lady accompanied the prime minister to Con-
stitution Hall, where all 3,500 seats were taken, the place aglow with a
“brilliant audience.” When Margaret came on stage, radiant in pink satin,
and made her bow to the presidential box, Truman smiled and ap-
plauded. No President had ever been such a frequent concerigoer in
Washington. He was a “regular” at Constitution Hall, at times, if the pro-
gram included Mozart or Chopin, bringing the score with him. But to-
night, even with his “baby” on stage, Truman looked extremely downcast.

She sang a light program that included selections from Schumann,
Schubert, and a Mozart aria from The Marriage of Figaro. She drew waves
of applause and was called back for four encores. A complimentary re-
view in the Washington Times-Herald the next day would say she sang
"better than ever before in her brief career.” The Mozart aria was “fresh”
and "unforced,” her voice “charming.”

“Afterward, Dad was effusive, even for him,” she herself would write.
“He hugged me and said he had never heard me sing better.”

But others in the audience had found the performance wanting. She
was “really pretty bad that night,” recalled John Hersey. “She had a nice
voice, but somebody, her coach, must have been pushing her too far.”
And the Times-Herald review was not the one her father saw first thing
the next morning.

At Blair House at 5:30 am. Truman opened the Washington Post to a
review in the second section, page 12, by music critic Paul Hume. “Mar-
garet Truman, soprano, sang in Constitution Hall last night,” it began.

Miss Truman is a unique American phenomenon with a pleasant
voice of little size and fair quality. She is extremely attractive on stage.
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INSIVE . . . MacArthur launches
t punch® agoainst 60,000 Chi-

Communists on November 23,

BER 8, 1950

Is This Where

Build-up of Korean tvar has been swift.
Outwardly, it was Koreans vs. Koreans
at the outset. But the U. S. stood behind
one side; Communist China, encouraged
by Russia, stood behind the other. There
is evidence now that the Chinese Com-
munists actually planned:- and mounted
the initial invasion, then sent their own
forces in. Five months after war began,
Chinese Communists, who have a full-
time army of 5 million men, met the
greater part of the existing combat forces
of the U.S. Army in the mountains of
North Korea and split them with a smash-
ing counterattack. War with China was
on, and out in the open. Forces from all
over the world—but not Russian forces—
were engaged.

Somewhere between June 25, when
Communists started the Korean war, and
the present are points where the world
moved deeper into World War IIL
Where these points are, what top de-
cisions were taken and why is best judged
by a chronological account of what really
happened in Washington, in Lake Suc-

COUNTEROPFENSIVE . . . Chinese
armies, swelléd to 200,000, smash

the MacArthur offensive.

World War Ill Started?

cess and in General Douglas MacArthur’s -

headquarters in Tokyo. .

Behind the scenes this was the
thinking and the action, as reported by
top officials on both sides who had a
hand in making the decisions:

At the start, when North Korean
Communists armed and trained by Rus-
sians and Chinese Communists drove
across the 38th parallel into South Korea,
there was little evidence on the surface
of differences of opinion on what the
U.S. and its allies should do. Congress
acclaimed President Truman’s decision to
send U.S. air, naval and ground forces
into Korea. A big majority of the United
Nations agreed to make this war against
aggression a United Nations war.

There were, however, undercurrents of
opinion. Some U. S. officials felt and said
in policy conferences that the U. S. might
do better to restrict intervention in Korea
to air and sea forces, conserving its lim-
ited combat ground forces. At the United
Nations some delegates from Western
Europe expressed fears that the bulk of

WORLD WAR HlI?. . . Will a strike-
back against China touch off a full-
scale war with Russia?
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the armed strength of the West might be
- sucked into. an endless war or series of °

wars in Asia while Europe was left un-
protected. Once ground forces were com-
mitted, however, this debate became a
discussion of how far they should go
when retreat turned to advance.

At the 38th parallel, at the end of
September, there was a two-week pause
in the war, a time for decisions.

General MacArthur, whose prestige as
a military leader was higher than ever
due to the success of the Inchon landings
and the drive back to the 38th parallel,
had general orders from the United
Nations to restore order to-a “united
Korea.” He planned to go ahead, to seek
out the North Korean Communist forces
and destroy them if they would not sur-
render. He felt that the U.N. forces
could not remain on the 38th parallel,

e T e e P,
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the Chinese Communists would inter-
vene if the U.S. and United Nations
forces crossed the 38th parallel. But In-
dia’s warning drew- little support. Mac-
Arthur got the green light from Washing-
ton and Lake Success to drive north.

At Korea’s waistline, when the Al-
lied forces reached the narrowest part of
the Korean peninsula, north of the Com-
munist capital of Pyongyang, the division
of opinion among the United Nations
countries and within the U.S. Govern-
ment became more evident.

Great Britain’s delegates at Lake Suc-
cess urged the U. S. and other U. N. mem-
bers, privately but officially, to consider
the possibility of halting the advance
right there and, by negotiation with Chi-'
nese Communists, to create a “buffer
state” between this point and Manchuria.
The French supported the plan.

O\

~Dept. of Defense

GENERAL MacARTHUR AND GENERAL WALKER (LEFT)
. . . suddenly, a “‘new war"

sitting ducks for attack when the North
Koreans reorganized.

In Washington, nonmilitary opinion
was divided. Some policy makers—nota-
bly George F. Kennan, who designed
the U.S. global policy of “containing”
Russia when he directed the State De-
partment’s Policy Planning Staff, warned
of the risks involved in sending Western
forces much closer to the borders of
Communist China and Communist Russia.
Other policy makers noted that the South
Koreans were fighting not just to get
back a war-battered half of their coun-
try, but to get a united country. There
was general agreement, however, that,
while it might be wise to have U.S. and
United Nations forces stop somewhere
short of the Manchurian border, the 38th
parallel was not the place.

At Lake Success, India warned that
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In Washington, policy makers in the
State Department, while they rejected
the British scheme on the ground that
negotiations with Communists would be
interminable and fruitless, also felt that
the advance should be halted short of
the Manchurian border. State Depart-
ment experts felt that U. S. military lead-
ers in Tokyo and in Washington were in-
clined to underestimate the determina-
tion of the Chinese Communists to keep
Western forces off their frontiers.

Military opinion carried the day. Gen-
eral MacArthur reported that he could
not be held responsible for the security
of the forces under his command if the
victories gained in the South were not
pressed. The armies moved on.

In the North Korean mountains on
Thursday, November 2, Chinese cavalry
led an attack of Chinese infantry on U.S.
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forces. Once again there were hurricd “
consultations among Western, capitals.

¢

Britain and France urged a halt. ‘At
Lake Success and in Washington, U.S. %
diplomats, in the talks designed to forn s
U. S. policy, urged a halt too. MacArthur,

14: nese ma
L < from the

% border
from Tokyo, asked for authorization for?, E-% ’

U.S. planes to pursue Russian-made jet%: 45;";/&:“5::5
fighters to their bases in China’s Man-%4 §'% «
huria, across.the Korean border. Presi, Bt i
churia, across.the Ko resi-7, i 0ot La
dent Truman refused it. v Wi licly as &
Communist China took precautioni}; olrd);red ‘
against bombing. Moves to decentralizcg 5~ reparati
industry in Mukden, 100 air miles from? Rz 'Svould P
the Korean frontier, were speeded up:” @V:wn nati
But, in the foothills of the mountains”. W%- id that
spilling down into Korea from Man % §" t aggre:
churia, U.S. and United Nations patrols*-. g .
4 §yor secure
reported that the Chinese forces, esti-~, - R ,v Actual
mated then at 60,000, had apparently;{" Washi
pulled back. The Chinese released 26 . k- happenec
U. S. soldier prisoners who reported the)cﬂ ‘;diplomab
had been treated well. But General Mac-it - {‘Even we
Arthur’s intelligence reported the Chinese . * ,'g;'gxessor b
were regrouping, preparing some action. - 55w eng
Once again, MacArthur—backed by" &3 Tile adc
military leaders in Washington—urged > EZfKorea to

attack. The reasoning was this: The mili-% ! %ras shior!

tary was convinced that Communist®:’ 3% Kai-shek’
China actually mounted and prepared the?. [ troops, |
first Korean Communist attack against - E¥7 oo ocy

South Korea in June. When that failed,”" R HaW

ool more
the Chinese sent .their own forcgs into ¥ .*mum'st C
the war. With their troops committed to;. $:"1nist C
Korea, U.S. military .]eaders reasoned, - iicentrated
the Chinese Communists were sure to zand has :

launch an all-out attack sooner or later.’ ¥ for the in
MacArthur urged an attack by his own &3 wWhat

forces that would take Allied troops on  &Icihe worlc
up to the Yalu River boundary—an of-g *2*pends las
fensive to end the war in Korea before { & - iter on
the Communist forces could get set. = & po oy

Attack by 180,000 U.S. and U.N." ‘B¥u N th
forces, with Korean divisions in the-;.‘( ¥ Tort t,o st
mountainous center, began on Thursday, - ._it't}xat 35 d
November 23, U. S. time. But the attack- £t the U
ers ran into elaborate preparations for a ‘Korean I
Communist offensive, apparently sched- B Japan w
uled to be launched in a day or so. 4 B naval att

Counterattack of an estimated 200,- B communi
000 Chinese troops came within -4,8“ 5 Manchur
hours. Massed Chinese forces struck th°\- 1‘ For Ce
Korean divisions in the mountains Wh?m &~ when qu
air support was difficult. The Allied - ;éﬂnsultat,v
armies were split in two armies of about - W oo
90,000 men each. The Allied advance B out war ¢
halted; retreat began. U.S. and.- other ) % Korea. S
Allied forces in the Northeast, aPPar — Wi Chij
ently overextended, were threatene bY; , "ﬁueﬁng
encirclement. Y & More way

Military estimates of Communif “‘For th.
China’s land power in Korea balloon B 2 long st
upward. Allied strategy went in .for qu B View of 1
changes. Danger that Communists, d""‘; : all branc
ing through the center of the Allied hn[:.-' . s WVar 111,
might link up with North Korean Coh (. SSIan troo)
munists, by-passed weeks before by t t‘ ; "These, s
Allies but still fighting, was an in\!}wd-‘n °.l .9 ‘é‘-‘\\’or]d W
threat. Almost overnight a retreating an < BRI Moscc
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apparently defeated enemy became an :
advancing and apparently victorious K 0 ly Th oth w c t
enemy fed by tremendous pools of Chi- orea n ree er ars os )
stores of arms " ;

,

O More Men in Kllled
o Wounded and Mlssmg

t

nese man power and
from the Chinese side of the Manchurian
border.
Reaction to bad news from Korea
(\1 neral MacArthur called it
“a new war.” U.S. delegate Warren Aus-
tin at Lake Success br: mdul China pub-
licly as an “aggressor.” President Truman
ordered a speed-up in U.S. defense
preparations. He declared that the U.S.
would continue to fight in Korea for its = .
own national security and survival. He ReVOIutlonaw war
said that, if the United Nations yielded ¢
no nation would be safe

was swift,

— A e e = o b - ——

to aggression,
or secure. ‘
2 Actually, officials at Lake Success and o

' in Washington said privately that what : : w f 1812 o) 7 ooo
happened in Korea had become not a £ ; ar o ' =) y
diplomatic matter but a military affair. g
Even were China condemned as an ag-
gressor by the Assembly, U. N. members
now engaged in the Korean war had .
little additional man power in or near Mex‘can war
Korea to commit to the war. U.S., too,
was short of troops. On Formosa, Chiang
Kai-shek’s Nationalists offered 33,000

tn‘m;-)s, Sllt‘LY.S. military chiefs t}.n'nk 5o
: (%) Civil War ~ 650,000

{

17,000

3

most of these forces, if used at all, might
be more effective in an attack on Com-
munist China’s flank than in Korea. Com-
munist China still has a large force con-
- centrated on the coast opposite Formosa
and has assembled a fleet of armed junks s = h A = w
for the invasion of the island. panls " mencan ar
'~ What’s ahead, how much deeper
- the world goes into World War III, de-
pends largely on China right now and,

= later, on Russia.
For the U.S., and for its allies in the : worId war '

~ U.N., the immediate task lies in the ef-

~ fort to stabilize the Korean front. Once

> that is done, as U.S. military leaders see

- it, the U.S. may be forced to hold the .

"~ Korean line on land in order to protect world war "
“ Japan while launching all-out air and
% naval attack on the centers of Chinese
7~ communications and war industry in _ —

% Manchuria and in China proper.
Korean War

10,000

350,000

1,100,000

For Communist China, it’s a period
.- when quick decisions must be made in
"z consultation with Moscow. The Chinese
“% Communists still can call the turn on all-
“% out war or limited war by their action in
" Korea. So far, to U.S. officials, Commu-
- nist China appears to be bent on con-
the whole of Korea, bent on

quering
% more war.
% For the world, what has happened is
¢ a long stride into World War III, in the
.» view of U.S. officials at the top levels in
But World

/(" all branches of Government.
\\dr 111, full scale, would involve Rus-

~—_» sian_troops, U.S. and Russian A-bombs.

i Ihcse so far, are not involved. All-out : ;
5 , W p

orld War 111 still awaits top decisions tAbout slx weleks behind tllll fl‘htlﬂg‘_,_:
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Statement for the Record (Release Signed)
Lt. Colonel (Retired) Robert B. Willingham, U.S. Air Force
Pa., May 1978

Transcript:

*My name's R.B. Willingham."
Q: What does the "R" stand for?

"Robert, "

Q: Your rank in the Air Force?

"Lt. Colonel."

Q: Where were you stationed when this (incident) occurred?

"Down at Dias Alr Force Base in Texas. We were testing what turned out
to be the F-94s —~that's a jet aircraft, radar-interceptor.”
Q: You were up in an F-O4.., |

"Right."

Q: ...and what did you see?

"We had more or less reconnalsance missions that we were flylng and uh
they reported on the scope that they had a Unidentified Flylng Object flying
at a hiph speede= (it was) going to intercept our course. So' chen we conferred
it with the radar control station on the DEW Line and uh we wanted to intercept

following
but they wouldn't let us. And they kept . . it, and they claimed that it
crashed somewhero down off of between Texas and old Mexico border."
0: Md you see this thing?
"Uh huh." (Affirmative)
Q: Ck, what did 1t look like?
't bilg ball of light, more or less, to me."

low fan=t poinpe=did you calculate its alr speed?

"hat we fipured it was doinpg was about twenty-two hundred (2,000) miles
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an hour."

Q: What did you think when you saw that?

"We never had anything that fastewe thought it was a missile, at first,.

of some type."
Q: What makes you think that it wasn't?

"Well uh they conferred it one the scope and things; it wasn't a missile
because 1t made a ninety (90) degree turn. So a miasiie can't doeeat that time
couldn®t do that. Besides, it couldn't do it today, but they make radius full
turns. This made more or less a square turn.”

Q: Now where did this thing crash according. to your information?

"Well I'd say it was somewhere up from Laredo, Texas. I was down there

this summer looking that over, too."
Q: This was on the Mexican side?

*Yeah, it was on the Mexican side, We got a light aircraft-eme and my
radar...or co-pilote=and we went down to the site and landed. And the Mexican
authorities ran us off; they wouldn't let us go in."

Q: Where did you land?

"We landed out in the pasture, right across from where it hit at."
Q: Who was with you?

"This Jack Perkins, Captain Jack Perkins."
Q: Ok, you got out of the aircraft. What did you do then?

"We started running over to where everybody was at—we figured they knew
where the site was already. So we had about a quarter of a mile, I guess, to
get over to 1t. So we got over theree~they told us to leav. and everything

else, and then armed puards came out and they started forming a' lind around
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the area. So on the way back I seen a 1little piece of metal, so I picked it
up and brought it back with me."
Q: How close did you get to the actual crash site?
"Oh I guess we were up within seventy-five (75) feet of it.*
Qt What did you see there? Was there a canopy covering the wreckage?

"No, there were two little sand mounds—there were two saend mounds
and it looked to me like this thing crashed right in between them. But it
went into the ground, according to the way the people were acting around it,
So we actually never did get right up to the site to see what crashed. But
you could see for three-=(3) to five-hundred (500) feet where it had went across
the sand, like in there. And it looked to me like , I guess from the metal I

either
found, it had a little explosion or it had begun to disintegrate or some-

thing caused this metal to come apart, you know."
Q: On this piece of metal that you found, was there dany charring or signs that
it had burned?
"Nah, it kind of looked to me like...oh what would you call it...in a

way it looked like a magnesium-steel, but it had a lot of carbon it, because
I tried to heat it with a cutting torch and it just wouldn't melt."
Q: DAd it look as though it had been manufactured?

"Oh yeah, it looked like it was something made—~because it was honey-
combed, you know, for coolant; you know how you make metal so it would cool
faster? Tt woa honey-combaed with two rows of holes in it. I drawed you a

picture of that, romember?®
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Q: Any seams in it or rivets?

"No. Man, it was just as smooth as silk, too. There wouldn't be no drag
on it whatsoever, It wasn't a meteorite or anything like that—=you could tell

that it wasn't anything like that, because I've seen a lot of those meteorite
stones."

Qs Y

ou didn't see any of the wreckage itself?
"Well, before we left they put ropes around it, they put a canopy thing

like a tent evor jtembecause it was hotter than blue blazes down there."
Q: Did you talk to anybody?

"Woll, we tried to talk to some of those people. I speak a little Spanish;
I talked to some of them and about the only thing they'd tell us (was) that it
was just something had crashed in there and we weren't allowed to go in."
Q: Let's go back. You walked up to within 75 feet of this thing and then what
hapinnod?

"These guys kept pushing on us, trylng to get us to get backe=these Mexe
icans or Spanish garrison, I guess you'd call them. They were in uniforms. They
kept pushing us trying to get us to go back, and that's when they brought in

the armed guards out there. So there was more people all the time coming in

Lhﬂr‘i.'
Q: Where were they coming from?

"I guess probably from the little neighboring town around there."
Q: When the ;mad guards came out what did you do?

"We left; we got up and left; got back in our aircraft and left. I went
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to Dias and about three days later I went to try and get this plece of metal
analyzed, and noboby around there,..they told me about this guy down here bédlow
Hagrerstown that done this kind of work for the Air Force and Marines and
overbody olse, So wo-ethat weekend we decided we'd fly up there and see what
wo could find out about it."
Q: Ok, let's hold that thought right there. When you got back in your aircraft.’
did you try to pass over the site to see what you could see?

"Yeah, by then they had a canopy up over the top of it.
Q: How big do you think it was, judging from the size of the tarp?

"I think 4t was mostly all buried in the ground. But I'd say that tarp
was probably fifty (50) or seventy-five (75) feet square.”

Q: Ok. yon took the metal to the metalurgist. What did he come up with?

"He sald he would analyze 1t for us and everything, and it would take
him about three (3) days; so we went back to Dias. So we called him after
three (3) days and they said 'aw it was just a plece of metal' (and) there
wasn't nothing to worry about. Well we said we'd like to know what it was
made out of; we'd like to get a complete report on it. So then we called
back and he wasn't there. And the next day we called back and he wasn't there.
And the next day well we called and told them what we wanted, and they said
they didn't know nothing about ite-didn't know nothing about the plece of
metal. And I sald you're a you-know-whate.?cause I was getting a 1little
parturbed at 'em, So we did fly up therew=I guess it was three weeks or a

month later, I puess it was, and that puy was already gone."
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Q: Which guy?
*Fisher."”
Q: Major Robert Fisher?
*This Fisher had already.left." -
Q: Major Robert Fisher?
"Yeah."
Q: Now where was he out ofe~was he working for the government?
"He was in a Marine uniform."
Q: This was at the Fairchild-Republic aircraft plant? He was a metalurgist
there?
"Right. A metalurgist. He done experimental...
Q: What city was this at?
"Just below Haggerstown, Maryland,..and I went back and just forgot about
it."
Q: What about the briefing in Washington?

"Well, we had a briefing in Denver, Coloradoe-we had a briefinge=they tooke-
~f the whole crew , which made up four aircraft, which we were flying cover
missior= for B-47s. That was our main job. And they took all of the people
that woc on the BA7 and the four aircraft that was flying wing for 'em, to
Washington, I understand. Now the only ones that actually went to Washington,
that I knew Qf, was me and Perkins.=because they didn't let us all get to-
gether after that., I was under the impression that there was psychiatrist,
two doctors, a scientist and a couple of Alr Force investipators, briefed us

on what we seen.,"
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Q: What did you tell them?

"We told them exactiy what happened-we were flying along and this object
came on the scope, and directly it came invisible...er, it came visible to us.
And we watched it and we wanted to take after it, but headquarters wouldn't
let us go after it. And it played around a little bit, and we got to watching
how it made ninety (90) degree turns at this high speed and everythingewe
knew it wasn't a missile of any type. And also the DEW Linewit came from up
toward Washington—=it came across the United States from up in there. And I
guess it must of came down probably close to the line of California and Ar-
izona, and came across Arizona, New Mexico and into Texas. Is the way=eafter
we talked to everybody that we could get any information out of themehow it
had came around.”

Q: Now let's po back to the crash site. Try to remember in as much detail as
you can how you were shooed away from that site. First the Mexicans came out
and tried to get you away, and then the armed guards came out.

*Well, after the first guard came to us, an officer of the Spanish galeon,
or whatever what it was, came over and asked us if we had papers to land on that
side of the border—'cause we weren't actually authorized te cross the border...
with anything, you know without having a visa or some military releasement or
something like that. And that kind of shook us up a little bit, 'catase they
could have 1m§ounded the plane and us, tooeeif they wanted to. But we talked
to him a 1ittle bit and tried to get him to tell it and he said he didn't
know what it was, And they wouldn't know until they had it dug out. And that

wan another reason I fipured most of it was all buried. But I still belileve
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At came aparte—ever what it was."

Q: Alright now, and then the armed guards came out. What happened then?

"Wa 1eft: we went out and got into the aircraft and left."

Q: Did they ge® rough with you?

"No, they didn't get rough vith us or anything; they just said we couldn't
get any closer. So I even asked one of them what he'd seen in there and he
said he hadn't gotten close enough to see it either."

Q: Did you see any Americans there?

"The only one I thought was an American——and I wouldn't swear he was
Annricin, because a lot of them down there you don't know...he was in civilian
clothes...pretty 1light complected. And he was speaking English to one of the
officers there. And he was asking him what it was, and the officer told him
he couldn't tell him nothing. He sald somethinge~I don't know what it was thene
in Spanish. The guy who was light complected hs talked back to him in Spanish,
rat I wasn't close enough to tell what they were saying."

Q: He wasn't Lt. Leon Jeffers, a Naval Intelligence officer from Mexico City?
too familiar with :

*I have no idea, because I wasn't ‘", those people at that time.®
Q: Bob, previously you mentioned something to me that as you flew across the
border there was unusual activity, that there was unusual activity by the bor-
der pa trol—how they seemed to be scrambling around...

"Yeah. Right."

Q: ...as though they'd been alerted to something...

*"Something had went down or something..."

Q: S0 they knew about 1it?
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"I'm sure they did; yeah.'Cause we weren't flying at too high an altit _.e
anywav. If they'd a picked us up on radar going across the border, they'd a
had planes flying at us, probabl&.”

Q: Was the way they treated this crash, in your opinion, unusually different -
from the way they might treat the crash of a known aircrgft?

"Well, I believe they did. Excepteenow we treat our aircraft that crash
with atomic warheads on them the same way today. But back chen I don't believe
the Spanish had any atomic warheads or anything. So I would say they treated this
with a little bit more caution than they did otherwise. Now they may-have:thought
that that was something the Americans had shot in there, and it had crashed,
or maybe even a missile they were testingee'cause they were testing missiles
in Arizona then. I mean they weren't extra good at that time, you know...
(Equipment interruption) '

Q: My question is was there any doubt in your mind that this was some kind of
spacecraftemprobably an extraterrestrial spacecraft? \

"Well, I'd say yesesor some kind of flylng objectesbecause it stopped,
flying along say at a thousand miles per hour and it would come to a dead stop:
it would also be flying along at a thousand, fifteen-hundred (1,500) miles an
hour and it'd make a ninety (90) degree turn. Those things at that time wasn't
possible for us; we had nothing that flew that fast. Today when you're flying
F.A0he or any alreraft of that speedelet's say 600 miles an houremit takes
thi lo-holf (3') miles to turn 1t. I mean your side drift is that much.

fou exen  your turn and three-and-a-half (3}) miles later you got it madee=

or five, whatever your spe=d 1s. It made a ninety (90) degree turn."

&
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Q: The piece of metal which in your estimation was a manufactured item and
something you weren't familiar with as being part of a known aircraft. Is
that right?

'WGli. you take a cutting torch where acetylene and oxygen burns it
anywhere from thirty-two to thirty-eight hundred (3,800) degrees Farenheit,
and it would make the metal hot but it wouldn't even start to make it yield."
Q: We'd like to have a metal with such a high melting point...

"Well, yon take the afterburners on an F-86: they'll start ylelding =-
about thirty.two nundred (3,200)eswell we don't use afterburners anymore, but

at Lhat time we'd love to have had some. Because you had to change them every-
so-often 'cause they'd burn out on you." s
Q: Seemingly, this metal is something we don't available even today?

“As far as I'm concerned: yes. It's some kind of high-carbon $tee1 of
some type."

Q: What about the briefing now? One thing we didn't discuss was that you orig-
ianally stated today that...(Interruption) Let me ask you one question: why
were you debriefed on this?

"Woll at that time, all unidentified flying objects that anybody had
seen and reported one through the Air Force, had to be debriefed on it. Even
the radar operators were debriefed on what they had followed on the screenSe
the scopes or whatever."

Q: This wasn't a debriefing of what you'd seen at the crésh site...
"No. Right. 'Cause I didn't want them to know I was at the crash site; it

was very much illegal."

Q: So your debriefing was...
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Q: The plece of metal which in your estimation was a manufactured item and
something you weren't familiar with as being part of a known aircraft. Is
that right?

"Weli. you take a cutting torch where acetylene and oxygen burns it
anywhere from thirty-two to thirty-eight hundred (3,800) degrees Farenheit,
and it would make the metal hot but it wouldn't even start to make it yield."
Q: We'd like to have a metal with such a high melting point...

"Well, you take the afterburners on an F-86: they'll start ylelding =
about thirtv.two hundred (3,200)e=well we don't use afterburners anymore, but

at Lhat time we'd love to have had some. Because you had to change them every-

so-often 'cause they'd burn out on you." il
Q: Seemingly, this metal is something we don't available even today?

*As far as I'm concerned: yes. It's some kind of high-carbon steel of
some type."

Q: What about the briefing now? One thing we didn't discuss was that you orig-
ianally stated today that...(Interruption) Let me ask you one question: why
were you debriefed on this?

"Wwell at that time, all unidentified flying objects that anybody had
seen and reported one through the Air Force, had to be debriefed on it. Even
the radar operators were debriefed on what they had followed on the screens.
the scopes or whatever."”

(

Q: Thi

o wasn't a debriefing of what you'd seen at the crash site...

“No. Hight. 'Cause I didn't want them to know I was at the crash site; it

was very much illegal."

Q: So your dobriefing was,..



Lt. Col. Willingham's Statement -11-

"...was what I had seen in flight."
Q: And there were three other planes besides yours?

"Right...Plus a B-47, and they had three men on it."

Q: When you got back, the Air Force didn't want you to talk about what you had
seen...

"We were not to even discuss among the pilots éhat had seen it, that had
been on this mission. We weren't even to discuss it among ourselves.”

Q: Did you sign oaths?

"We signed papers that we would not discuss it with nobody."
Q: Do you remember what those papers said? Did they threaten you?

"Well, you could have been discharged from the service and maybe even
get a Section 8 from the service, That's a mental discharge, a Section 8, And
I noticed the people today even, right at the present time, if you go tell
someone you saw something, they fire people right off their jobs and everything."
Qi When you signed this thing, did it make you think that it was actually what
you thought it was?

“We actually thought that they knew what it was and we weren't supposed
to discuss ite=and we thought maybe it was some kind of secret aircraft they
were tosting, at that time, you know, Then later on , we got to reading about
them hitting in Arizon, you know, and about the one that took all the blood
out of the horse out there in Arizona (Note: Apparently refers to the famous

75#’“9’ case) and the sheep, and first one thing and another had disappeared.



Lt. Col. Willingham's Statement - [

And we pot to thinking, 'well, probably there might be something out there,'"
Q: The point 1= that the Air Force seemed to know what was there.,.

"By the guestions that they asked us: no.' They did not know what it
was; theoy did not give us the indication one way or the other that they didn't
know what 1t was or they did know what it was. All of their questions pertained
to what we actually seen, and we told it in our own words. Now that made the
third dsbeiefing of this same thing that we had, and they had stenographers
taking down everything that we told them.”

Q: Was it routine in a debriefing for them to have you sign papers that you
wouldn't divulge...

"Ho, *

Q: This was out of the ordinary?

*Yas."

Q: Today, Colonel, are you convinced that there is some sort of a cover-up,
that they have one of these things?

"All the investigation I've done since I talked to Todd (when I traveled
to Harrisburg last June to interview him), I don't think they know what's going
on; I don't ne more believe they got one in captivity than nothing. I really
don't, 'Cause I've talked to too many people, that if they had one in captivity,
they'd know about it. And they know of nothing of that type—unless they're
sworn to secrecy."

Q: I could give you any number of examples (Zechel speaking) of information
that 4f I hinted at it you would say it isn't true because you haven't heard

about it....
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(Short exchange follows in which Willingham finally agrees with Zechel's
point that because someone doesn't know about something doesn't preclude
its existence,)

Q: Was the Air Force aware of the crash?

"They had to know about it, because they had debriefed the radar peo-
ple first. But you wouldn't know it by the questionS they were asking us."
Q: There was no indication that this was end of the investigation?

"Right. I"m sure that they had people there the next day after it had
crashedemright there at the site."

Q: Did you ever hear any rumors to the effect that they had determined what
it was?

"No, I sure didn't."”

Q: Did you ever try to determine that afterward?

"After I found out that I couldn't get no analysis on the metal, and the
man and piece of metal both had disappeared, and it wasn't too long after that
and we was getting ready to go to Koreawso I just quit thinking about it, per-
iod."

Qs Did you think it was a big secret?

*I kind of figured thatyes."

Q: Did you think it was time to back off?

"Nah, I don't back off too easy; I just had too many other things I had
to de. I was trying to get a squadron ready to go to Korea about that time,

90 | hnd to start thinking about something else."



Lt. Col. Willingham's Statement . .

Q: If they could have identified this thing other than in terms of an extra-
terrestrial spacecraft, do you think that would have been disseminated to you?
"I doubt if they would have ever said anything to us—wunless it was

actually proved that it was an aircraft, they would have put that in with cur
briefing papers." (Apparently referring to pre-flight briefings) -
(Interview concluded with brief exchange)

L2 L

SUMMARY

Attempts to locate other personnel involved with this incident have so
far been fruitless. Jack Perkins (John W. Perkins, A0 412738) retired from the
Mr Force as a Lt. Colonel, also. A letter to be forwarded to him through the
Air Force was returned with the notation that Perkins had died on April 17,
1973. No indication was given of where he had resided. Names of other persons
who were involved with the interceptors or the B-47 which Willingham supplied
me with, brought replies from the Air Force that they could not find records
portaining to such personnel. A cover-up in this regard seems entirely poss-
ible and plausible, |

A check with Theron Rhinehart, historian at the Fairchild-Republic air-
craft plant, determined that a Marine Major named Robert Fisher had in fact
been stationed at the plant during the late 1940s., He was an aircraft inspector/
metalurgist. Attempts to locate Fisher through the Marines were also fruitless,

in that the Marines refused to aid such a search unless I could provide more



SUMMARY contd. 15

specific information such as a serial number. The Marines state there were a
number of Robert Fishers holding the rank of Major durlng that era; they re-
fused to search for one who had been assigned to Fairchild-Republic. Given
the opportunity, I feel Fisher can be eventually located with adequate
funding.

Historian Rhinehart managed to locate a Fairchild employee who had
been in the metalugry department since the mdd-19ho;. This person recalled,
vaguely, two Alr Force officers bringing a pilece of metal to be analyzed
during the period in question. This was without prompting from me. He attempted
to locate analyses records from the late 1940s but found they had been des-
troyed. He did not recall the results of the analysis of Willingham's metal,
if in fact they were made known.

Willingham is a Texan who speaks with an obvious drawl and is not par-
ticularly articulate, He 1s, however, quite obviously intelligent and honest.
He speaks his mind no matter what the circumstances. His attitude about UFOs
is one of the most open-minded and objective I've seen. He seems more inclined
to try to explain something, if possible, than to belieQa in something without
overwhelming evidence. But he is not extremist in either .irection.

I'm impressed that he 1s telling the truth. I'm also impressed by the
fact he could jump to a lot of conclusions about the incident, but he doesn't.
He sticks to the facts as best he can recollect them. Frankly, unlike most
militery career officers I've met, he seems to be quite healthy mentally,
and 1s free of the paranoia usually found in these types. Unless something

bappens to him, I fee) he can relied on to support his testimony 100%.

(LT [}
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Hi Grant, R SV TPRNTLve : 3 : ad 2 dave aftar tha ronortad o
at El Indio (8 Dec 1950) From the FBI ofﬂce at Rlchmond to HQ DC |t reads

RE FLYING SAUCERS. THIS OFFICE VERY CONFIDENTIALLY ADVISED BY ARMY INTELLIGENCE,
RICHMOND, THAT THEY HAVE BEEN PUT ON IMMEDIATE HIGH ALERT FOR ANY DATA WHATSOEVER
CONCERNING FLYING SAUCERS. CIC HERE STATES BACKGROUND OF INSTRUCTIONS NOT AVAILABLE
FROM AIR FORCE INTELLIGENCE, WHO ARE NOT AWARE OF REASON FOR ALERT LOCALLY, BUT ANY
INFORMATION WHATSOEVER MUST BE TELEPHONED BY THEM IMMEDIATELY TO AIR FORCE
INTELLIGENCE. CIC ADVISES DATA STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL AND SHOULD NOT BE DISSEMINATED.

At the bottom of the document is a barely legible, scribbled message that includes the word "Sandia,” where the
El Indio wreckage was supposedly taken, according to the MJ12 papers. Might be an idea to FOIA the Army for
any Intel files from Richmond from this date and surrounding dates. Potentially of interest to this is the following
FBI teletype of 5 December 1950 (one day before El Indio), which states:

DETECTION OF UNIDENTIFIED OBJECTS OVER OAK RIDGE AREA, PROTECTION OF VITAL
INSTALLATIONS. REURTEL DECEMBER 4 LAST REGARDING POSSIBLE RADAR JAMMING AT OAK
RIDGE.

ARRANGEMENTS SHOULD BE MADE TO OBTAIN ALL FACTS CONCERNING POSSIBLE RADAR JAMMING
BY IONIZATION OF PARTICLES IN ATMOSPHERE. CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTIGATION TO
DETERMINE WHETHER INCIDENT OCCURRING NORTHEAST OF OLIVER SPRINGS, TENNESSEE, COULD
HAVE ANY CONNECTION WITH ALLEGED RADAR JAMMING.

Also, although | haven't seen them, there are now declassified files available for viewing at the British Public
Record Office on the visit by UK Prime Minister, Clement Atlee, to the US at the time of the event. | would be very

surprised if there wasn't at least something in those files that refers to at least part of this story (and probably in
connection with the fear that this was a Soviet attack). | may have a few more things on this; I'll have a look and

see if | can find anything. Bruce Maccabee wrote a paper on aspects of this story | think. All best, Nick

© 2003 Mail.com. All rights reserved.
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Tuesday, December 5, 1950

9:40

B

(The President left for the National Guard Armory)

10:15 am The President made a nation-wide broadcast, opening the White House
Confsrence on Children and Youth from the National Guard Armory)

10:45 am (Honorable Steve Early) OFF THE RECORD

11:00 am Honorable Frederick Lawton, Director, Bureau of the Budget

(One=half hour)

11:30 am The President's Advisory Committee on Management

(The following were present:)

Mr. Thomas A. Morgan, Fresident, Sperry Corporation

Mr., Lawrence A, Appley, President American Management Assn., Inc.

Mr. Vincent Burke, Deputy Postmaster General

Hon. Oscar L. Chapman, Secretary of the laterior

Hon. Gordon R. Clapp, Chairman of the Board, Tennessee Valley Authority
Hon. Herbert Esmerich, Zxecutive Director, Public Adm, Clearing House
Mr. James R. Killian, Jr., President, M.I.T.

Mr. Fdward Mason, Dean, Harvary University

Mr. Otto L. Nelson, Vice President, New York Life Insurance Co.

Hon. Frang Pace, Jr., Secretary of the Army

Mr. James Palmer, President, Marshall Field & Co.

My, Marcellus C., Sheild, 3 East Irving St.

Hon. James E, webb, Under Secretary of State

Hon, Frederick Lawton, Director, Bureau of the Budget
Mr, Wwilliam F. Finan, Burseu of the Budget

Mr. Charles Stauffacher, Bureau of the Budget

Mr., Zlmer B. Staats, Bureau of the Budget

11:45 am Mrs. Albert Lasker

(Arranged at suggestiocn of David Niles)

12:00 The President received a delegation from the National L4LH Club Congress

(The following were present:)

AITON, B. W.

BOWE, Phyllis V.
BROZOVICH, Donald Sherman
LLDIR, Hary Jenet
HARRILL, L. R.
KIPNER, P. V.

LEE, Porter, Jr.
MATHRE, Diinne
McDOWELL, Jack, Jr.
THOMPSCN, T. W,
TURNER, Ray A.
WILLISFORD, Robert F,

ANDERSON, Kenneth
BOWMAN, Don

CURTIS, zileen R.
HARKNESS, Leonard
HILION, Conrad
QUAIN, R. F.
LOVING, Kent
McCORMICK, C. J.
SMITH, Carolyn Durham
TROTH, fdna
WARREN, Gertrude L.

12:30 rm Honorable George Marshall, The Secretary of Defense

12:45 om (The President left for Naval Gun Factory)
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1:00 om  The President gave 2 lunchesn aboard the USS WILLIAMSBURG in honor
of Prime Minister Attlee. The fcllowing were present at luncheon:
Honorable Sam Rayburn, The Speaker
Honorable Dean Acheson, Secretary of State
Honorabls George HMarshall, Secretary of Delense
Honorable John Snyder, Secretary of the Treasury
Honorable #. Stuart Symington, Chairman, N.S.R.B.
General Omar H, Bradley
Honorable . Averell Harriman
Senator Tem Connally, Texas
Senator Alexander Wiley, Wisconsin
Conzressman James P, Richards, South Carolina
Congressman Charles A, Zaton, New Jersey
Honorable walter Gifford, American Ambassador Designate to Great Britain
Senator Walter George, Georgia
Right Honorabls Clement R. Attlee, Prime Hinister of Great Britain
Sir Oliver Franks, the Eritish Ambassador
Field Marshal 3lim, Chief of the Imperial General Staff
Sir Roger Makin, British Foreign Office

The following were present at a Conference aboard USS WILLIAMSBURG
arter luncheon:
Honorable Tean Acheson, Secrstary of State
Honorable Gacrge Marshall, Secrstary of Defense
Honorable John Snyder, Secretary of tne Treasury
Honorable W, Stuart Symington, Chairman, N.S.R.B.
General Cmar N, Bradley
Honorable W, Averell Harriman
Honorable Walter Gifford, American Amcassador Designate to Gresat Britain
Ambassador Philip Jessup
Honorable George Perkins, Assistant Secretary of State
Honorable Dean Rusk, Assistant Secretary cf State
Rizht Honora®bls Clement H. Attlee, Prime Minister of Great Britain
Sir Qliver Franks, the British Ambassader
Field Marshal 3lim, Chisf of the Imperial General Staff
Sir Roger ¥akin, British Foreign Cffice

5:00 pm Cabinet Meeting
(All ores=znt except Agriculture and the Attorney General. The
Sclicitor General and Under Secrstary McCormick attended)

8:20 om (The President and Mrs. Truman left for Constitution Hall, where they
attended concart of Miss Margarst Truman., They met their gusests, the
British Ambassador and lady Franks, and the Prime Minister, at
Constitution Hall)



'iednesday, December 6, 1950

9:45 am Hon., Zdmond G. Brown, Attorney General elect of California
Mr. Ed Hills, campaizn manager
(In Washington and called Mr. Connelly yssterday to ask if
ke might call and pay respects to the President)

10:45 am  Edward McKim
i1:00 an  The President received delegation from Army & Navy Union, U.S.A.,

and receivaed from them 2 gold Life Membership Card and Plaque.
The following were present:

ABRAMS, David BARRISFORD, William A.
BLADEN, George CALLAHAN, James M.
CARR, George CATER, Paul

LORETH, Charies OLCZAK, Sdward A.
RUSSILL, H. C. John STEZHLIN, Col, Joseph C.

o
oy S At Bt Yo
I0UNG, ¥rs, Sally 7,

11:15 am  Honorables Joseph Y. Darst, Mayor of St. Louis, No.
(Wired ¥r. Connelly that he would be here at this time attending
mesting of imerican Municipal Association and would appreciate

sesing the “resident cn matter of extreme importance)

2. ®

ot
(0]

11:30 am Honorable Dean icheson, The Secretary of State
Honorable ¥/, Averell Harriman
Honorable Stuart Symington, Chairman, N. S. K. B.
Honorabls Jess Larson
Honorable John 3nyder, Secretary of tne Treasury
Honorable Charies Sawyer, Secretary of Comnerce
Honorable Ralph 3. Trizg, Comnodity Credit Corporation
Honorable itichard S. 3issell, Deputy Administrator, Zconomic
Cooperation Administration
Honorabla George Marshall, Secretary of Defense
Honorable Wililard L. Thorp, assistant Secretary of State
Honcrable George +i. Perkins, Assistant Secretary of State
Honorable Walter Gifford, American Ambassador Designate to Great Britain
Ambassador Philip Jessup
Rigzht Honcrabls Clement R, Attlee, Prime ¥inister of Great Britain
The British Ambassador, Sir Cliver Franks
Sir Zdwin Plowden
Sir Roger Makins
Sir Leslie Rowan
¥r, Robert Hall
Mr. Dennis Richett
Field ¥arshall Slim
Lord Tedder

12:45 )m H. Z. Dr. John Myun Chang, Ambassador of Korea
Hon. Sae Sun Kim, Counselor of the Xorean Embassy
(The Azbassador asked for this thru Pivision of Protocol.
Expects to rsturn to Korea to veccme Prime Minister and will be
succeeded as Ambassador here by Mr. Sae Sun Xim, Mr. John Simmons
of Divisior of Frotocol will acccmpany them)



Wednesday, December A, 1950 (Continued)

1:00 om

3:00 pm

3:30 pm

Lik5 om
8:00 pm

(LUNCH)

Honorable William M. Boyle
(Usual Wednesday appointment)

Honorable Dean Acheson, Secretary of 3State
Honorable George Marshall, Secretary of Defense
Honorable John Snyder, Secretary of the Treasury
General Omar N, Bradley

Honorabls W. Averell Harriman

Honorable W, Stuart Syminglon

Ambassador at Large Philip Jessup
Amb.-designate Walter 3. Gifford

Assistant Secretary of State Perkins

Mr. George Elsey

Prime Minister Attlse

Sir Oliver Franks

Field Marshal Sir #illiam Slim

Sir Roger Makins

Lord Tedder

Mr. Denis Rickett

(Honorable John Snyder, Secretary of the Treaswry) OFF THE RECORD

(The President left for the British Embassy)



Thursday, December 7, 1950

10:00 (Staff Meeting)

B

11:00 am Council of Econcmic Advisers
Honorable Leon H. Keyserling, Chairman
Honorable John D, Clark
Honorable Roy Blough
(Asked if they might come in and present facts on economic
controls) HALF HOUR

11:30 am Honorable William C., Foster, Administrator, E. C. A.
(Asked if he might come in to make report)

11:45 2m  Honorable Oscar Chapman, Secretary of the Interior
Honorable Ingram M. Stainback, Governor of Hawaii
(Asked if Stainback might deliver to the President copy of
the procosed Constitution for Hawaii)
12:00 Honorable John Shaw Young, Special Ambassador to the Haitian Exposition

donorable John Simmons, Chief, Division of Protoccl
(Mr. Simmons asked if he might bring in Mr. Young to hand to the
President 2 diploma from the people of Haiti, expressing gratitude
to the President for the Exposition, etc.)

12:15 pm (Honorable Frank Pace, The Secretary of the Army) OFF THE RECORD

12:30 om  (The President left for the Pentagon, where he attended luncheon
given by General Marshall for Prime Minister Attlse)
The following were present at the luncheon:

Honorable Dean Acheson, Secretary of State
Honorable George Marshall, Secretary of Defense
Honorable Walter S. Gifford

Honorable W, Stuart Symington

Honorable W, Averell Harriman

Honorable Robert A. Lovettl

Honorable Frank Pace, Jr.

Honorable Francis P, Matthews

Honorable Thomas K. Finletter

General Omar N. Bradley

General Wad H. Haislip

General Hoyt S. Vandenberg

Admiral Forrest P. Sherman

Right Honorable Clement Richard Attlee
Right Honorable Sir Oliver S. Franks
Field Marsh2l Sir William Slim

The Lord Tedder of Glenguin

5ir Roger Maldins

Mr, Denis H. F. Rickett

Sir Edwin N. Plowden

1:45 pm (The President left Pentagon at this time to drive to Blair House,
where he was joined by Mrs. Truman, and then proceeded to the home
of Secretary Ross for funeral services)



